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Playful City USA is a national recognition program honoring cities and towns across the nation who are creating an agenda for play.  Through the Playful City USA application process, communities create a framework based on five commitments.   The Playful City USA program is a unique self-assessment tool that assists communities in identifying the local play assets and play deficits, and in developing a rigorous action plan driven towards increasing quality, quantity, and access for play in your city or town.      
​​​​​​​​​​​​​ 
As a PLAYFUL CITY USA, your community will…
· Create a generation of children who are happier, smarter, and healthier
· Increase awareness to the benefits and availability of play in your community

· Improve your ability to raise outside funding and business sector support
· Receive honors and recognition at several national conferences of your peers 
· Gain special incentive opportunities and highway signs in honor of your Playful City USA status

· Be included in a national media campaign and provided with local 
media support

· Receive priority status in accessing all KaBOOM! resources 

Application Details and Deadlines
Please submit a completed application along with supporting materials to KaBOOM! any time prior to the final deadline of May 1, 2009.  KaBOOM! will evaluate your application and notify selected communities on June 1, 2009. To learn more about this program and what other cities are doing, please visit kaboom.org/playfulcityusa.  (Early deadline of April 1, 2009 will ensure a national reviewer will review your completed application and provide feedback as to what additional data may be required before the final deadline). 
On January 15, 2009, an application addendum will be available at kaboom.org/playfulcityusa for communities to document a local “best-practice in play,” for the opportunity to receive one of 5 Imagination Playgrounds in a Box that KaBOOM! will be awarding; see  kaboom.org/imaginationplayground for more information about loose parts.  
Application Checklist

Applications will not be processed without attachments, please email supplemental materials (scan if necessary) to playfulcityusa@kaboom.org.  Feel free to represent all the information requested in customized Excel tables or a personalized Word doc.  There will be a premium on clear and complete applications. 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Completed application form with Mayor or City Manager signature
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Executive Summary highlighting how this application process has had impact on your agenda for play
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A copy of budget (only relevant portions please) highlighting current spending and financial outline related to play

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A copy of the Play Day Proclamation (or letter of support) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Play Day program activities and news clippings 

Optional appendix but HIGHLY recommended for a quality application:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital pictures of your community at play, to be used for honoring you in national media and advertising

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Letters of support from community members and allied organizations/businesses 
COMMITMENT 1:
Create a play committee, commission, or task force

Purpose: Oversight and Accountability 

Creating a play committee, commission, task force, etc. recognized by the highest level of local government is critical for ensuring that an agenda on play is integrated into the daily operations of municipal life.  This body should demonstrate public-private partnership by including government, community, and business representatives.  (If a community is able to convene a sub-commission or task force within your Parks Board, it is still essential to include non-elected, non-governmental representatives, as required).    

Representation must include a business community, community at-large, and executive level government representative (Mayor, City Manager or direct report). These three individuals should be identified in the first three rows below and must be registered as part of the Playmaker Network. To register, please visit kaboom.org/playmaker. 
Name of Oversight Entity:       

 ASK  Text1 "Name of City or Town" \d  \* MERGEFORMAT 

 ASK  Text1 " "  \* MERGEFORMAT Name of City or Town


 ASK  Text1 " "  \* MERGEFORMAT Text1


 ASK   \* MERGEFORMAT 
Term Usage:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Play Board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Play Committee

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Play Commission
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Play Task Force
With what frequency has/does your Play Oversight Entity meet?       
Are the minutes /outcomes from these meetings available to the general public? If so, how? 
Do you invite additional participants or special presenters? If so, give examples:
	Name
	Title
	Organization
	Full 

Address
	Phone
	Email
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COMMITMENT 2:

Design an annual action plan for play
Purpose: Roadmap for Play

By creating an action plan for play, your community will identify specific, implementable steps that work towards improving quality of, quantity of and access to play opportunities within your community.  (Quantity is defined as the number of usable playspaces, quality as the subjective factors that make playspaces engaging, exciting, interesting, and fun, and access as both ability to get to a playspace (roads, trails) and a lack of barriers (cost, safety, traffic, buildings, equity).       
A successful agenda composed of at least nine to twelve meaningful action items must be completed between the period of June 1, 2009 and May 1, 2010.  This plan should include steps in each of the areas listed below.  You will be assessed with significant emphasis on the potential impact of each action step, with a special premium placed on the ability of your community to engage and empower residents in the process.  Communities should also consider public policy opportunities and the role of elected officials in the engagement and implementation of your action plan.  The recertification process will evaluate your progress and implementation in each action area.
Please note: a city master plan is not valid for this portion; if applicable please extract only significant items related to child-directed play and playspaces into the format below.  The responsible point persons across your application should not all be the same person or reside in the same department, and a successful action plan will include action steps that are the responsibility of non-governmental employees. 
Area:  Quantity (2008 example from Tucson, AZ: Tucson City Government partnered with Tucson Unified School District to manage and Maintain 12 school playgrounds during the holidays and summer months, thereby increasing the total available inventory of playspaces)
	Action
	Objective
	Steps
	Point Person, 

Title
	Expected 

Completion date

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Area: Quality (2008 example from Ankeny, IA: The Ankeny Parks and Recreation Department includes parents and Children in the pre-planning of any new playground construction. by holding public information sessions and community engagement forums in advance of the construction and giving local children the final vote among three possible designs, the community gains a neighborhood asset more targeted to their interests and needs)
	Action
	Objective
	Steps
	Point Person, 

Title
	Expected 

Completion date

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Area: Access (2008 Example From Greenbelt, MD: A partnership between the city of Greenbelt and local home owners association to maintain and upgrade playgrounds increased the total number of public playspaces within specific residential neighborhoods. By agreeing to accept 75% of the cost to upgrade and maintain the playgrounds, the city and the HOA made the playgrounds open and available to the general public)
	Action
	Objective
	Steps
	Point Person, 

Title
	Expected 

Completion date

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


COMMITMENT 3: 
Conduct a playspace audit 
Purpose: A tool for evaluation and assessment

Conduct a playspace audit using the KaBOOM! Playspace Finder
The KaBOOM! Playspace Finder is a self-assessment tool that allows communities to document, audit, and map their inventory of playspaces in a national public database that is free and accessible to the public.  By populating community playspaces in the KaBOOM! Playspace Finder, cities and towns provide a useful and interactive service to their citizens, while also gaining a dynamic understanding of play assets and deficits through the rating and mapping tools.  Communities that are currently recognized as Playful City USA communities have universally found this data to be essential in implementing their action plan and increasing quantity, quality, and access to play in their community.  
Upload playspace to the Playspace Finder

The KaBOOM! Playspace Finder is found at playspacefinder.kaboom.org/.  In order to begin uploading playspaces, amenities, ratings, and pictures, you will need to create a log-in and profile (by registering as a Playmaker).    
a) For communities with 50 or fewer total public playspaces in your community, please use the KaBOOM! Playspace Finder audit tool to upload, assess, and rate your entire playspace portfolio.    
b) For communities with 50 or more playspaces, please contact KaBOOM! at playfulcityusa@kaboom.org for assistance in facilitating a large scale audit and data upload.

All communities should visit kaboom.org/playfulcityusa for updated webinar training materials on how to conduct a playspace audit and additional resources for a citizen engagement campaign to aid you with auditing and uploading your playspaces.  (Campaign resources will be available after 1/15/09).      
Log-in Name(s) of persons who uploaded your playspaces: 

     
     
     
     
     
     
For technical assistance, please e-mail webmaster@kaboom.org.
COMMITMENT 4:

Outline of financial and civic investment

Purpose: Demonstrate Financial and Civic Investment

Complete the information below and provide the current budgets for parks and recreation, as well as schools and community groups, highlighting the resources invested for play. (Include in the budget all the departments that allocate funds for play.) 

Play Metrics

1. Total government expenditure for capital projects/improvements of playspaces 


$ 

2. Total government expenditure for maintenance of playspaces






$
3. Other expenditures specific to play (community/non-profit and business contributions) 

$  
4. Total school system expenditure for capital projects/improvements of playspaces 


$  
5. Total school system expenditure for maintenance of playspaces 






$ 

Identify public school system(s) for students in your city











     
Does the above school system(s) have a separate and independent budget and administration?


     
How does your community measure/define walking distance? 










     
Civic Metrics  


  
Total community population








     



     (source?)


Total population age 18 and under







     



     (source?)
Total square miles of city or town







     
Total city budget for parks and recreation





     
Total number of playspaces (public)






     
Total acreage of public parks/open space





     
COMMITMENT 5:

Proclaim and celebrate an annual Play Day

Purpose: Education, Outreach and Celebration

During the week of September 19 – September 28, KaBOOM! will be convening a National Week in Play as part of the Worldwide Day of Play.  We encourage communities to plan programming during this week, in concert with our national efforts.  Cities who participate during the Nation Week in Play will be eligible to receive a free playground.  We also understand that cities are interested in incorporating their Play Day programming as part of current community engagement event unique to your city or town.   

Therefore in 2009, your community must plan and convene a Playful City USA Play Day sometime between June 15 and Dec 15.  We encourage but will not require that the event take place during the 2009 National Week in Play.  KaBOOM! will provide additional unique e-resources, marketing materials, PR support, and a Play Day kit to all 2009 Playful City USA communities to support and augment your efforts during the Week in Play. 

Visit kaboom.org/playfulcityusa for more information about the National Week in Play, downloadable resources to help promote your event.  You’ll also find examples of how cities have used events like SnoFest, Park It Day, Be FIT or the Sports Xplosion to promote the cause of play.
Evidence of a Proclamation declaring your Playful City USA Play Day must be carried through your local procedures and submitted with your application.  In the event that your community only processes proclamations in the weeks immediately preceding an event, a letter of support from your Mayor or City Manager endorsing this application is required.  Your eligibility for reapplication will be severely and significantly impacted by the ability to successfully navigate your local Proclamation process.  
Projected date of occurrence:





     
Projected lead department or agency:



     
Estimate # of attendees:






     
What other groups and associations will you partner with for your Playful City USA Play Day?
200 word description of your event: 

SUMMARY PAGE
MAYORAL APPROVAL
I hereby support the submission of this application for recognition as a Playful City USA community
Signed by:

     










     




Mayor or City Manager





Date
(To expedite the process if you are unable to scan signature, you may put in the appropriate person’s name, title and contact information including e-mail and phone number for verification purposes followed by a mailed copy of signature)

GENERAL INFORMATION
Community Name

     
Median Income


     
Geographic Location
NE

NW

SE 

SW

Mid-West
Gulf Coast
Other National Recognition your city currently holds or received within the last five years (e.g. Tree City USA):



     
Important Civic or Community Improvement programs currently active in your city (e.g. Safe Routes to Schools):


     
Name: 

     
Title: 


     
Agency:

     
Mailing Address: 
        

Phone number:
      

E-mail: 

     
Media Contact Person 

(This person will be contacted by KaBOOM! to support you with national and local media coverage)

Name: 

     
Title: 


     
Agency:

     
Mailing Address: 
        

Phone number:
      

E-mail: 

     
Mayor’s Office Contact Information

(This contact information is where acknowledgement of recognition will be sent if application is approved)
Name: 

     
Title: 


     
Agency:

     
Mailing Address: 
        

Phone number:
      

E-mail: 

     
Send or e-mail completed application to:
KaBOOM! - Playful City USA

4455 Connecticut Avenue N.W. Suite B100

Washington, DC 20008

playfulcityusa@kaboom.org
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