CITY OF DUNWOODY
OCTOBER 7, 2008

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
The Mayor and Council of the City of Dunwoody held a council meeting on Tuesday, October 7, 2008 at 7:00pm.  The Council Meeting was held in the Media Center at the Peachtree Middle School located at 4664 North Peachtree Road, Dunwoody, Georgia 30338.  Present for this meeting were the following:


District 1, Post 1
Denis Shortal, Council Member


District 3, Post 3
Tom Taylor, Council Member



At Large, Post 4
Robert Wittenstein, Council Member



At Large, Post 6
John Heneghan, Council Member






Ken Wright, Mayor
Mayor Ken Wright called the meeting to order.  A Roll Call was taken and Mayor Wright asked for any general announcements from council.  Mayor Wright announced that Councilmember Danny Ross was out of town and thus not at the council meeting this evening.  Following that announcement, Mayor Wright asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
MINUTES:  Mayor made a request to consider approving the Minutes from the October 1, 2008 City Council Meeting.  Motion was made to approve and seconded and Minutes approved by a unanimous vote.
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Mayor Wright asked council for any changes to the presented agenda.  Council Member Taylor made a motion to amend the agenda by tabling the Ordinance to adopt Chapter 9 (“Ethics”) due to the fact that councilmember Danny Ross was absent this evening.  Discussion was had to take up this issue later in the evening as it came up on the Agenda.  Council Member Denis Shortal moved to approve the Agenda as amended.  Council Member Wittenstein seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mayor Wright reminded everyone of the time limit for public comment.  The Public Comment Statement was read into the record outlining the time limit of three (3) minutes for public comment with a maximum time for public comment period being thirty (30) minutes.  Mayor Wright called for any Public Comment
Senator Dan Weber requested to speak.  He stated that the Hybrid Model for City Implementation as presented by him and Dan Boykin was vetted by Boykin and showed $4 million in savings over the CH2MHill model.  One concern mentioned to him was too much staff anticipated in the model – that certainly can be reevaluated.  The need is to keep the taxes low, which is a scenario allowed under this model.  Senator Weber does not believe the CH2 model is fiscally improper due to the balanced budget requirement.  At that point, Acting City Attorney Brian Anderson stated that the Senator’s time was up and the Senator requested additional minutes.  Motion was made to extend the Senator’s time, seconded and approved unanimously.  In conclusion, Senator Weber believes Dan Boykin can do the job.
George Vail – 1394 Valley View Road – stated his family lives in Dunwoody.  He works for CH2 but did not work on the Dunwoody project.  He is concerned that the Boykin plan was not vetted through a bidding process like CH2, and was thus not a part of a competitive process.  He requested that the City complete an IGA with Dekalb County to provide services until another RFP could be completed.
Bill Schwendler – resident of Dunwoody since 1978.  Stated that the issue is not taxes or budget but Home Rule, letting the City perform on its own.  That should be the main consideration in the implementation of city services.
There being no further public comments, Mayor Wright asked for the first agenda item.  

CONTINUATION OF LAW DURING TRANSITION:  Second Read of the Ordinance providing for the Continuation of Ordinance and Law during the transition period legislatively established for the City of Dunwoody, Georgia and the Adoption of Ordinances by the City of Dunwoody, Georgia was held.  Councilmember Wittenstein moved to approve the Ordinance.  Councilmember Taylor seconded.  No discussion was had and the Motion was approved unanimously.  (ORDINANCE 2008-10-01)
CHAPTER 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS:  The Second Read of the Ordinance to Adopt and Approve Chapter 1, General Provisions and providing for Inclusion and Identification in the Code of Ordinances for the City of Dunwoody, Georgia to be referenced in the future as Chapter 1 (General Provisions) as attached hereto and incorporated herein was held.  Denis Shortal moved to approve.  Councilmember Taylor seconded.  No discussion was held and the motion was approved unanimously.  (ORDINANCE 2008-10-02)
CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION:  The Second Read of the Ordinance to Adopt and Approve Chapter 2, Administration, providing for Inclusion and Identification in the Code of Ordinances for the City of Dunwoody, Georgia to be referenced in the further as Chapter 2 (Administration) as attached hereto and incorporated herein was held.  Robert Wittenstein moved to approve.  Councilmember Taylor seconded.  During discussion period, Councilmember Wittenstein requested an Amendment to Article 6, Section 2(a) of the Ordinance to change “with” to “within” in front of the term “Finance Department.”  A vote was held to approve the Ordinance with the stated amendment and approved unanimously.  (ORDINANCE 2008-10-03)
CHAPTER 9, ETHICS:  The First Read of the Ordinance to Adopt and Approve Chapter 9, Ethics, and providing for Inclusion and Identification in the Code of Ordinances for the City of Dunwoody, Georgia to be referenced in the future as Chapter 9 (Ethics) as attached hereto and incorporated herein was suggested.  Councilmember Wittenstein moved to table the Ordinance.  Councilmember Shortal seconded.  Vote was held and approved 4-1 (Councilmember Heneghan opposed).

CHAPTER 10, ELECTIONS:  The First Read of the Ordinance to Adopt and Approve Chapter 10, Elections, and providing for Inclusion and Identification in the Code of Ordinances for the City of Dunwoody, Georgia to be referenced in the future as Chapter 10 (Elections) as attached hereto and incorporated herein was held.  Formal presentation will be given at the second reading and prior to adoption.  (ORDINANCE 2008-XX-XX-First Read Only)
OTHER BUSINESS:  Acting City Attorney Anderson reminded the council that the upcoming Monday is a holiday and Tuesday is the run-off election day and this facility may not be available to be used for a City Council Meeting.  Councilmember Shortal stated that he thought they wanted to move the meeting to Wednesday, October 15, 2008.  Councilmember Taylor tentatively requested to schedule the next Council Meeting for Tuesday, October 14, 2008 and the council agreed.

Councilmember Taylor proposed that different councilmembers be assigned for certain negotiations with the County.  Mayor Wright agreed.  The Mayor stated that Acting City Attorney Anderson was the point man for the negotiations with CH2 and councilmember Taylor the point man on Police.  The Mayor and Danny Ross would continue to be the point men on IGAs with Dekalb County.  Councilmember Taylor mentioned meeting with Congressman Price regarding possible grants for the City.  

Councilmember Heneghan recalled his consultation with a citizen of Dunwoody who volunteered to set up the City’s website and the Mayor agreed on that approach.  Councilmember Heneghan stated that from what he has been told, the name of the state should be in the .gov designation and thus the most appropriate website designation would be dunwoodyga.gov.

Councilmember Wittenstein stated that the City needs to start putting the police force together before City implementation is decided.  Brian Anderson stated that it could be done by Motion.  Councilmember Taylor noted the increase in crime in the Dunwoody neighborhoods because Dekalb County is not currently equipped to handle the situation.  The Mayor expressed interest in putting several options for discussion on the upcoming Work Session.

Councilmember Shortal wanted to know how long it would take to get the .gov website designation.  The Mayor stated approximately 1.5 weeks would be needed until the site would be able to go live, but in the meantime they can start to get it ready and set it up to go live whenever it is approved.  The Mayor suggested a timetable of two weeks before the site would be live.  Councilmember Heneghan stated that after the site is set up, someone had to maintain it – either the City Attorney or contract with someone to do the maintenance on the site.

Councilmember Heneghan stated that police cars have to be ordered immediately because there is a long lead-time for receiving the completed equipment.  He suggested the need to have a budget.  Acting City Attorney Anderson stated that several weeks of advertisements and hearings would need to be held in order to approve a budget.  Bill Riley suggested that cities have typically done a lease program and how much you buy or lease is decided by necessity.  Councilmember Taylor stated that the Police Chief would be the one to come up with a plan of operation and present it to the Council.  Acting City Attorney Anderson suggested either an interim Chief or a Citizen Task Force.  Counselor Riley suggested that the councilmembers could take on the task of information gathering and a council task force could be established but no purchasing would be done without a City Manager.
The Mayor updated the council on the City Manager search and stated that three interviews were coming up on Wednesday, October 8, 2008.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Scott Cohen – citizen of Dunwoody concerned of the idea to go out and bid again for City Implementation.   He has confidence in the City to get itself started with only the slightest help from Boykin.
There was no other public comment.

There being no further business, Council Member Shortal motioned to adjourn, seconded by Council Member Taylor.  The motion carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned.






Approved:







___________________







Ken Wright, Mayor

Attest:

__________________________

Joan C. Jones, Acting City Clerk


(Seal)
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