
STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY ORDINANCE 2009-XX-XX 

JW ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 7 OF THE CITY OF DUNWOODY CODE 
0 

REOUIREMENTS 

WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody has heretofore adopted an ordinance for Building 
Code, as set forth in Chapter 7 of the Code of the City of Dunwoody (the 
"Code"); and 

WHEREAS, some of the provisions of the Building Code are cun-ently inconsistent wvith 
the latest mandated code amendments from the State of Georgia; add 

WHEREAS, the Major and City Council have determined that it may be appropriate to 
amend the ordinance to provide for internal consistency and to make it 
consistent wvith the latest mandated code amendments. 

THEREFORE, Mayor and City Coundl of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows: 

Section 1: The Building Code, Chapter 7 of the City of Dunwoody Code of Ordinances is 
hereby amended with the changes presented as attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

Section 2: This Amendment shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council, and incorporated into the Code of the City of Dunwoody, Georgia. This Amendment 
hereby repeals any and all conflicting ordinances and amendtnents. 

SO ORDAINED, this -day of ,2009. 

Approved: 

ATTEST: 

Sharon ~owety,  City Clerk 
(Seal) 

Ken Wright, Mayor 

Approved as to Form and Content: 

Brian Anderson, City Attorney 



Chaater 7: Buildinv Code 

Article 1: Adoption of State Law. 

Section I :  State Mitzimww Stan&&AdQpfed, 

(a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Council to enforce 
urn Standards Codes as defied bv O.C.G.A. 6 8 - *  2 - Z!o, Thz. a daohn aka 

&- latest edition o& following Georgia State Minimum Standard Codes, 
as adopted and amended by t& Georgia Department of Community Affairs, for all permits 
appmved after December lLZgegm. 

(4 
(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 

Ivil 
(vii) 
( ~ i i i )  
(ix) 

International Building Code - -  . . 

International Fuel Gas  Code 
.~ . . . , * . .  

International Mechanical code- . .- - - - 

Internat ional  Plumbing Code 
NationaI Electrical Code  
In terna t ional  Fire  Code  
International Energy Conservation Code 
International Residential Code 

. , .. . International Property hfaintenance Code- 

@) The following appendices of said codes, as adopted and amended by the Geoigia 
Deparment of Commuoity Affairs, are hereby adopted by reference as though they 
were copied herein fully: 

(c) The following codes, the latest editions as adopted and amended by the Geoxgia 

1 Department of Community Affairs, or other aptdid& sme aeon&. are hereby adopted 
by reference as though they were copied herein fully: 

I 
County Board of Health 



I (44 For all permits @anted or approved by 3 & k n l k m  County under eavlier vetsions of 
any or all of these codes, it is hefeby declared to be the intention of the Council to 
enforce the Code under which the project we5 appzo~ed. 

for I)eIC;rlb 



Article 2: Administtative Procedures for W r c e m e a t  ofAdopted Codes. 

Section I :  Putpose. 

The purpose of this section is to provide for the administration and enforcement of the 
Georgia State A~Iinimum Standard Codes for Construction as adopted and amended by the 
Georgia Department of Community Affairs. Hereinafter, the state minimum standard codes for 

I construction shall be refeved to as the construction codes ac-" 

(a) Ge~ieriL These construction codes axe hereby declared to be remedial, and shall be construed 
to secure the beneficid interests and purposes thereof - which are public safety, health, and 
general welfare - through structural strength, stability, sanitation, adequate light and 
ventilation, and safe9 to life and property from f i e  and other hazards attributed to the 
built envitonment induding alteration, repair, reaoxd, demolition, use, and occupancy 
of buildings, structures, or premises, and by tegulating the installation and maintenance 
of all electtical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems, which may be referred to as 
senzice systems. 

@) QM&& Control. Quality contl.01 of materials and wohanship  is not within the punrim of 
the construction codes except as it relates to the puiposes stated therein. 

(c) Per&!& a~rd I/~.pe~/ioti. The inspection or permitting of any building, system, or plan, 
under the requirements of construction codes shall not be constmed in any court as a 
warranty of the pliysical condition of such building, system or plan or their adequacy. 
The City of Dunwoody, not any employee thereof, shall be liable in tort for damages 
for any defect or haamdous or illegal condition or inadequacy in such building, system 
or plan, nor for any failure of any component of such, which may occur subsequent to 
such inspection or permitting. 

Secdisn 3: scope. 

( General. Where, in any specific case, different sections of these constructi~n codes 
specify different materials, methods of constiuction, or other requirements, the 



most restrictive shall govern. Where there is a conflict between a general 
requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requitement shall be 
applicable. 

(ii) B~/ildi~g. The provisions of the International Building Code, as adopted and 
amended by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, shall apply to the 
construction, alteration, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, 
maintenance, removal, and demolition, of evev  building or structure or any 
appwtenances connected or attached to such buildings or suuchlres, except in one- 
and nvo-family d\vellings. 

(iii) Elecfticnl. The provisions of the National Electrical Code, as adopted and 
amended by the Georgia Departnlent of Community Affairs, shall apply to the 
installation of electrical systems, including alterations, repairs, replacement, 
equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings, and appurtenances thereto. 

(iv) Gns. The provisions of the International Fuel Gas Code, as adopted and 
amended by the Georgia Departnlent of Community Affairs, shall apply to the 
installation of consunler's gas piping, gas appliances, and related accessories as 
covered in this Code. These requirements apply to gas piping systems extending 
from the point of delivery to the inlet connections of appliances and the 
installation and operation of residential and commercial gas appliances and 
related accessories, except in one- and hvo-family dwellings. 

(v) Mechn~iicnl. The provisions of the International Mechanical Code, as adopted 
and amended by the Georgia Department of Conmunity Affaits, shall apply to 
the installation of mechanical systems, including alterations, repairs, 
replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and/or appurtenances, 
including ventilating, heating, cooling, ni t  conditioning and refrigeration systenls, 
incineratots, and other energy related systems. Except in one- and hvo-family 
dwellings. 

(vi) Pl/mbii'g. The provisions of the International Plumbing Code, as adopted and 
amended by the Georgia Departnlent of Comnlunity Affairs, shall apply to 
every plumbing installation, including alterations, repairs, replacement, 
equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings, and appurtenances, and when 
connected to a water or sewerage system. 

(r~ii, E~rei;g)~. The provisions of the International Energy Conserx~ation Code, as 
adopted and amended by the Georgia Departnlent of Community Affairs, shall 
regulate the design of building envelopes for adequate thermal resistance and low 
air leakage and the design and selection of mechanical, electrical, ser~ice water 
heating, and illutnination systenls and equipment that will enable the effective use 
of energy in new building construction. 



(uii) Orie and Two Farnib D))~e/li~g,rgs. The provisions of the International Residential Code, 
as adopted md m d e d  by the DCA, shall apply to the construction, alteration, 
repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, removal, and 
demolition, of every building or structure or any appurtenances connected or 
attached to such buildings or structures of detached one md two f d y  h & g s  
and townhouses not more than three stories in height with a sepatate means of 
egress and their accessory stluctures. 

@) Federal arid State A~thori@. The provisions of the construction codes shall not be held to 
deprive any federal or state agency, or any applicable governing authority having 
jurisdiction, of any power or authority which it had on the effective date of the adoption of 
the construction codes or of any remedy then existing foi. the enforcement of its orders, 
nor shall it deprive any individual or corporation of its legal rights as provided by law. 

Appendices Appendices referenced in Article I, Section 1 0  of this Chapter shall be 
considered an integral part of the construction codes. 

(d) Referettced Standads. Standards refeenced in the text of the construction codes shall be 
considered an integral part of the construction codes. If specific portions of a 
standard are denoted by code text, only those portions of the standard shall be 
enforced. Where construction code provisions conflict with a standard, the 
construction code provisions shall he enforced. Permissive and advisoty pr~visions in a 
standard shall not be construed as mandatoty. 

(e) Mairttenance. All buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and phunbing systems, 
both existing and new, and all parts thereof, shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary 
condition. All devices or safeguards, which are required by the construction codes when 
constructed, altered, or repaired, shall be maintained in good working order. The 
owner, or his/her designated agent, shall be responsible for the maintenance of 
buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems. 

(a) GerreraL Alterations, repairs, or rehabilitation work may be made to any existing 
structure, building, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systeni without requiring the 
building, structure, plumbing, electrical, mechanical, or gas system to comply with all 
the requirements of the construction codes provided that the alteration, repair, or 
rehabilitation work confom~s to the requirements of the construction codes for new 
construction. The extent to which the existing system shall be made to confom to the 
requirements of the State ACiimum Standard Codes for new construction shall be as follouls 
unless otheiwise required by this section: 

(1) When the estinlated cost of the new wofk is less than fifty percent (=%) of the 
replacement cost of the existing system or building, the new work shall be brought in 
to conformance mith the requirements of the State Minimurn Standard Codes for 
new construction. 



(2) When the estimated cost of the new work is equal to or greater than fifty percent 
(44~0/0) of the replacement cost of the existing system or building, the entire system 
or building shall be made to conform to the requirements of the State Minimum 
Standard Codes for new constmction. 

(3) For essential service fadlides Occupancy Categoiy IV type buildings as dehed  by 
the State Minimum Standard Codes for new construction, when the estimated cost 
of the new work is equal to or greater than thkty percent (30%) of the replacement 
cost of the existing system, the entire system shall be made to conform to the 
requirements of the State blinknum Standard Codes for new construction. 

@) Chunge cfocnrpan~y. If the occupancy classification of any existing building or structure is 
changed, the building, electrical, gas, mecl~anical, and plumbing systems shall be made to 
conform to the intent of the constiuction codes as requited by the Building Official and 
the specific requirements of the occupancy. 

(c) Special Historic BxiIdings. The provisions of the construction codes relating to the . - 

construction, alteration, repair, enlargement, restoration, relocation, or moving of 
buildings or structures shall not be mandatory for existing buildings or structures 
identified and classified by the state or local jurisdiction as historic buildings when such 
buildings or structures are judged by the Building Official to be safe and in the public 
interest of health, safety, and welfare regarding any proposed construction, alteration, 
repair, enlargement, restoration, relocation, or moving of buildings within the fae 
districts. 

Existing Instalatiot~s, Except as otherwise provided in this Chapter, buildings, structures, - 
plumbing, mechanical and electrical systems lawfdy in existence at the time of the 
adoption of this ordinance shall be permitted to haire their use and maintenance 
continued if the use, maintenance or repair is in accordance with the original design and 
applicable codes at the time of its installation and no hazard to life, health or property is 
created by such building, stmcture or system. 

le) All existing buildinus are subiected to the requirements of the International Propertp 
Maintenance Code or the Intetnational Fire Code as applicable. 

(a) Ctvation ofBuildirrg Deparfmettt. There is hereby established a department to be called 
the Building Department and the person in charge shall be known as the Building 
Official. The goxrerning body shall establish the qualifications for the Building 
Official and other code enforcement personnel. The duties of the department may be . 
contracted out in f d  to a third party entity. 

(b) Resfvicions on EmpIgrees, An officer or employee connected with the department, except 



one whose only connection is as a member of the Construction Board of Adjustment 
and Appeal, shall not be financially interested in the furnishing of labor, material, or 
appliances for the construction, alteration, or maintenance of a building, structure, semice, 
system, or in the making of plans on of specifications thereof, unless he is the owner of 
such. This officer or employee shall not engage in any otha work, which is inconsistent 
with his duties or conflict with the interests of the department. 

(c) Records. The Building Official shall keep, or cause to he kept, a record of the business of 
the department. The records of the depattment shall be open to public inspection pursuant 
to the provisions of the Georgia Open Records Act. 

(d) LinIili@. Any officer or employee, or member of the Construction Board of 
Adjustments and Appeals, charged with the enforcenlent of the construction codes, 
acting for the applicable governing authority in the dischatge of his duties, shall not 
thereby render himself/herself personally liable, and is hereby relieved from all 
personal liability, for any damage that may occur to persons or property as a result of any 
act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her duties. Any suit brought against 
any officer or employee or member because of such act performed by him/hex in the 
enforcement of any provision of the construction codes shall be defended by the 
governing jurisdiction until the final termination of the proceedings. 

(e) Reports, The Building Official shall submit a report each year covering the work of the 
Building Department dwkg the preceding year. He/she may incoiporate in said report a 
summary of the decisions of the Consunction Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
during said year. 

(a) Genera/. The Building Official is hereby authoxized and directed to enforce the provisions 
of the consunction codes. The Building Official is fuxther authorized to render 
interpretations of the construction codes, which are consistent with its intent and 
purpose. The City may contract with a third party to provide the duties of the Building 
Official. 

(i) Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the proxfisions of 
the construction codes, or whenever the Building Official has reasonable 
cause to believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises an7 
condition or code violation which makes such building, structure, premises, 
electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems unsafe, dangerous, or 
hazardous, the Building Official may enter such building, structure, or 
premises at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any duty 
imposed upon the Building Official by these construction codes, provided that if 
such building or premises is occupied, he shall first present proper credentials 



and request entty. If such buildiig, structure, or premises is unoccupied, he shall 
first make a leasonable effort to locate the owner or other persons having charge or 
control of such and request enu7, iQf entry is refused, the Building Official shall 
have recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entty. 

(ii) When the Building Official shall have first obtained a proper inspection warrant - 
or other remedy provided by law to secure entry, no owner 02 occupant or any 
other persons having charge, care or control of any building, structure, or premises 
shall fail or neglect, after proper request is made as herein provided, to promptly 
permit entty therein by the Building Official for the purpose of inspection and 
examination pursuant to the construction codes. 

(c) Stop-iwrk orders. Upon notice from the Building Official, work on any buildmg, structure, 
electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system that is being done contraty ro the 
provisions of the construction codes or in a dangerous or unsafe manner, s h d  immediiteljr 
cease. Such notice shall he in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property, or 
to his agent, or to the person doing the work, and shall state the conditions under wYhich 
work may be resumed. Where an emergency exists, the Buildkg Official shall not be 
required to give a written notice prim to stopping the work. 

(4 MisPepresentafiotiotr OfA#~pIicaijon~ The Building Officid may revoke a permit or approval, 
issued under the prm.isions of the construction codes, in case there has been 
any false statement or nkepresentation as to the material fact in the application 
or plans on which the permit or approval was based. 

@ Viohiion of  Code Pmuisiotcr. The Building Official may revoke a permit upon 
determination by the Building Official that the construction erectton, alteration, 
repair, moving, denlolition, installation or replacement of the building, 
structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems for which the permit 
was issued is in violation of, or not in conformity with, the provisions of the 
construction codes. 

(e) UusaJe Buildi~lrgs or SJlrfens. All buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, or 
plumbing systems which are unsafe, unsanitaiy, or do not provide adequate egress, or 
which constitute a f i e  hazard, or are otheruise dangerous to human life, or which in 
relation to existing use, constitute a hazard to safety or health, are considered unsafe 
buildings or sen~ice systems. 

(9 Reqrtirements ATo/ Covered by Code. Any requirements necessaty for the strength, 
stability, or proper operation of an existing or proposed building, structure, electrical, gas, 
mechanical, or plumbing system, or for the public safety, health, and general welfare, not 
specifically covered by or the conskuction codes, shall be determined by the Building 
Official. 

@ Alte~ymte Mat@tir?ls ondilletbods, The provisions of the construction codes are not 



intended to prevent the use of any material or method of construction not spedficdly 
prescribed by them, protided any such alternate has been reviewed by the Building 
Official. The Building Official shall approve any such alternate, provided the Building 
Off~cial f i d s  that the altemate for the puipose intended is at least the equivalent of that 
prescribed in the construction codes, in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, 
durability, and safety. The Building Official shall require that sufficient evidence or 
proof be submitted to substantiate any claim made regarding the altemate. 

Setlion 7: Permits. 

Permit Application. 

(i) When required, any owner, authorized agent, or contractor who desires to 
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, or change die occupancy of a 
building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repaif, remove, convert, or 
replace any electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system, the installation of 
which is regulated by the construction codes, or to cause any such work to be 
done, shall first make application to the Building Official and obtain the requited 
permit for the work. 

(ii) Work Authorized. A building, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing permit shall 
carry with it the right to construct or install the work, provided the same are 
shown on the drawings and set forth in the specifications filed with the 
application for the permit. Where these are not shown on the drawings and 
covered by the specifications submitted with the application, separate permits shall 
be required. 

(iii) Minor Repairs. Ordinaiy minor repairs may be made with the approval of the 
Building Official without a pe~mit, provided that such repaits shall not ~rioIate any 
of the provisions of the construction codes. 

(v) Information Requited. Each application for a pemit, with the required fee, shall 
be filed with the Building Official on a fornl furnished for that purpose, and shall 
contain a general description of the proposed work and its location. The owner, or 
his/her authorized agent, shall sign the application. The building permit application 
shall indicate the proposed occupancy of all parts of the building and of that 
portion of the site or lot, if any, not covei'ed by the building or structure, and shall 
contain such other infornlation as may be fequired by the Building Official. 

(vi) Time Limitations. An application for a pennit for any proposed work shall be 
deemed to have been abandoned 180 calendar days after the date of filing for 
the permit, unless before then a permit has been issued. One or more 
extensions of time for periods of not more than W m d a y s  each may be 
allowed by the Building Official for the application; provided the extension is 
requested in writing and justifiable cause is demonstrated. 



@I) Drawings and Specifications. 

(i) Reqxitzmsxt~. When required by the Building O f f i a  two or more copies of 
specifications and of drawings drawn to scale with sufficient clatity and detail to 
indicate the nature and character of the work, shall accompany the application 
for a permit. Such drawings and specifications shall contain information, in the 
form of notes or otheiwise, as to the quality of materials, where quality is 
essential to confordty wid1 the construction codes. Such information shall he 
specific, and the construction codes shall not be cited as a whole or in part, nor 
shall the term "legal" or its equivalent be used, as a substitute for specific 
information. All information, drawings, specifications and accompanying data 
shall bear the name and signature of the person responsible fot the design. 

(ii) Add'iiotta2 Data. The Building Official map require det;uls, computations, stress 
diagixms, and other data necessary to descfibe the constivctisn or installation and 
the basis of calculations. All drawings, specifications, and accompanying data 
required by the BuiIding Official to he prepared by an architect or engineer shall be 
affixed with their official seal. 

(iii) Deskti Prnfesiottcd The design professional shall be an axhitea or engineet legally 
registered under the laws of this state regulating the practice of architecture or 
engineering and shall affm his official seal to said drawings, specifications, and 
accompanying data, for the followvhg: 

(A] All Group A, E, and I occupancies. 
(B) Buildings and structures three stories or more high. 
(C) Buildings and structures 5,000 square feet (465 in A2) or more in area. 

For all other buildings and structures, the submittal shall bear the cextification of 
the applicant that some specific state law exception permits its prepatation by a 
person not so registered. 

EXCEPTION: Single-family dwellings, regardless of size, shall require 
neither a registered architect nor engineer, nor a certification that an architect or 
engineer is not required. 

(iv) Stmctr~rd attd Fim Re~isfat~o Initpig. Plans for all buildings shall indicate how 
required structural and fee tesistance integrity udl  be maintained d e t e  a 
penetration of a required fire tesistance wall, floor, or partition will be made for 
electtical, gas, mechanical, plumbing, signal and communication conduits, pipes, 
and spstenis and also indicate in sufficient detail how the ftre integrity will be 
maintained where requited fire resistance floors intersect the exterior walls. 

(v) Site DrmYing~. Drawings shall show the location of the proposed building or 
structure and of eve1-y existing building or structure on the site or lot. The 
Building Official may require a boundary line sunrey prepared by a qualified 



(vi) Hoqardo~s Occuparcie~, The Building Official may require the following: 

(A) Get~eru/ Site Plan. A general site plan drawn at a legible scale which shall 
include, but not be limited to, the location of all buildings, extetior 
storage facilities, permanent access ways, evacuation routes, parking lots, 
internal roads, chemical loading areas, equipment cleaning areas, storm 
and sanitary sewer accesses, emergency equipment, and adjacent 
property uses. The exterior storage areas shall be identified with the hazard 
classes and the maximum quantities pet hazard class of hazardous materials 
stored. 

(B) B~iiIditrg Floor PIar, A building floor plan dram to a legible scale, which 
shall include, but not be limited to, all hazardous materials storage 
facilities within the building and shall indicate rooms, dooiways, 
corridors, exits, fire rated assemblies with th& hourly rating, location 
of liquid tight rooms, and evacuation routes. Each hazardous materials 
storage facility shall be identified on the plan with the hazard classes and 
quantity lxnge per hazard class or the hazardous materials stored. 

(c) Examination of Documents. 

(i) Plat? Reuietv. The Building Official shall examine or cause to be examined 
each application for a permit and the accompanying documents, consisting of 
drawings, specifications, computations, and additional data, and shall 
ascertain by such examinations whether the construction indicated and 
described is in accordance with the requirements of the construction codes and 
all other pertinent laws or ordinances. 

(9 ABdauits. The Building Official may accept a sworn affidavit from a registered 
architect or engineer stating that the plans submitted confo~m to the construction 
codes. For buildings and structures the affidavit shall state that the plans 
conform to the laws as to egress, type of construction, and general arrangement 
and if accompanied by drawings showing the structural design, and by a 
statement that the plans and design conform to the requirements of the 
consfiuction codes as to swength, stresses, strains, loads, and stability. The Building 
Official may without any examination or inspection accept such affidavit, 
provided the architect or engineer who made such affidavit agrees to submit to the 
Building Official, copies of inspection reports as inspections are performed and 
upon completion of the stt-ucture, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing 
systems a certification that the structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or 
plumbing system has been erected in accordance with the requitements of the 
construction codes. Where the Building Official relies upon such affidavit, the 
architect or engineer shall assume full responsibility for the compliance with all 
provisions of the construction codes and other pertinent laws or ordinances. 



(d) Issuing Permits. 

(i) Acfiaw 012 Pernit& The Building Official shall act upon an application for a permit 
without unreasonable or unnecessary delay. If the Building Official is satisfied that 
the work described in an application for a permit and the contract documents filed 
therewith conform to the requirements of the construction codes and other 
pertinent laws and ordinances, he shall issue a permit to the applicant. 

(i) Refird fo Issue Pernli. If the application for a permit and the accompanying contract 
documents describing the work do not conform to the requirements of the 
construction codes or other pertinent laws or ordinances, the Building Official 
shall not issue a permit, but shall return the contract documents to the applicant 
with his refusal to issue such permit. Such refusal shall, when requested, be in 
writing and shall contain the reason for refusal. 

(hi) Specin1 Foxt~dation Pernit. When application for permit to erect or enlarge a building 
has been filed and pending issuance of such permit, the Building Official may, 
at his discretion, issue a special permit for the foundation only. The holder of 
such a special pennit is proceeding at his own risk and -without assurance that a 
permit for the remainder of the work will h&g granted nor that corrections will not 
be requited in order to meet provisions of the construction codes. 

@v) Pfiblie &ghf-of-IVq. A permit shall not be given by the Building Official for the 
construction of any building, or for the alteration of any building where said 
building is to be changed and such change will affect the exterior walls, bays, 
balconies, or other appendages or projections fronting on any street, alley, or 
public lane, or for the placing on any lot or premises of any building or structure 
removed from another lot or premises, unless the applicant has made application 
at the office of the Director of Public Works for the lines of the public street on 
which he/she proposes to build, erect, or locate said building; and it shall he the 
duty of the Building Official to see that the street lines are not encroached upon. 

(e) Contractor Responsibilities. It shall be the duty of evety contractor who shall make 
contracts for the installation or repairs of buildings, structures, electrical, gas, 
mechanical, sprinkler, or plumbing systems, for which a permit is required, to comply with 
state or local rules and regulations concerning licensing which the applicable governing 
authority may have adopted. In such case that the state requires a contractor to have 
obtained a state license before they are permitted to perform work, the contractor shall 
supply the local government with their license number before receiving a permit for 
work to be perfomed. 

( f )  Conditions of the Permit 

(i) Permit It~ferzr. A permit issued shall be construed to be a license to proceed with 
the work and not as authority to violate, cancel, alter, or set aside any of the 
provisions of the construction codes, nor shall issuance of a permit prevent the 



Building Official from thereafter requirlfig a correction of errors in plans, 
construction, or ~~iolations of the construction codes. Every permit issued shall 
become invalid unless the work authorized by such permit is commenced 
within 180 calendar days after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such permit 
is suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 calendar days after the time the 
worked is commenced. One or more extensions of time, for periods not more 
than 180 calendar days each, may be allowed for the p e m k  The extension shall 
be requested in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated. Extensions shall be 
in writing by the Building Official. 

(ii) Permit Iswed on Basis ofan Afidavif. Whenever a permit is issued in reliance upon an 
affidavit or whenever the work to be covered by a permit involves installation 
under conditions which, in the opinion of the Building Official, are hazardous 
or complex, the Building Official shall require that the architect or engineet who 
signed the affidavit or prepared the drawings or computations shall supervise 
such work. In addition, they shall be responsible for conformity with the 
pernlit, provide copies of inspection reports as inspections are performed> and 
upon completion make and file with the Building Official written affidavit that the 
work has been done in conformiq with the reviewed plans and with the structural 
provisions of the construction codes. In the event such architect or engineer is 
not available, the owner shall employ in his place, a competent person or agency 
whose qualific~tions are reviewed by the Building Official. 

(2) Plarrs. When the Building Official issues a permit, he/she shall enforce, in writing 
or by stamp, both sets of plans "reviewed for code compliance." One set of 
drawings so reviewed shall be retained by the Building Offical and the other set 
shall be returned to the applicant. The permitted drawings shall be kept at the 
site of work and shall be open to inspection by the Building Official or &/her 
authorized representative. 

@3 Fees. 

(i) Ptvscribed Fees. A permit shall not be issued until the fees prescribed by the 
governing body have been paid. Nor shall an amendment to a permit be 
released until the additional fee, if any, due to an inctease in the estimated cost of 
the building, structure, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, or gas systems, etc. has 
been paid. 

(2) IVork Con~rnetrcitig Befotv P h i t  Issfia~rce. Any person xvho commences any work on a 
building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing, etc. system before 
obtaining the necessary permits, shalI be subject to a penalty of 100 percent of the 
usual permit fee in addition to the required permit fees. 

(iii) A c w ~ t l t i g  The Building Official shall keep a permanent and accurate accounting of 
all permit fees and other money collected, the names of all persons upon whose 



account the same was paid, along with the date and amount thereof. 

(iv) Scbed!Ie cfP~m*nil Fees. On all buildings, sttuctures, electtical, plumbing, mechanical, 
and gas systems or alterations requiring a pernit, a fee for each peimit shall be 
paid as required at the time of filing application, in accordance with the fee 
schedules as set by the governing body. 

. . . . 
(v) BuiIdit'g Pernit Vah~afiorrs. # , .  ~ . . ~  . . 

-Valuations will be based on current ICC building valuations fok the size ~. . ~. and type of constmction unless 
-.,s& within dx fca s~h~dYltE adoo@ by ~ s o l u & m  ef k 
rvlrvw and d. 

Inspections. 

(i) Exirtirrg B%i/di~rg In@ections. Before issuing a permit the Building Official may 
emmine or cause to be examined any building, electrical, gas, mechanical, or 
plumbing systems for which an application has been received for a pertllit to 
enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, install, or change the occupancy. H e  shall 
inspect all buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing 
systems, from time to time, during and upon completion of the work for which a 
permit was issued. He shall make a record of every such examination and 
inspection and of all violations of the construction coda. 

(ii) hfait~fact14n,r and Fabricafors. When deemed necessary by the Building Official he 
shall make, or cause to be made, an inspection of materials or assemblies at the 
point of manufacture or fabrication. A recard shall be made of every such 
examination and inspection and of all violations of the construction codes. 

(iii) It~speecdtioos Seruice. The Building Official may make, or cause to be made, the 
inspections required by subsection (vi), hereinbeliow. He/she may accept reports of 
inspectors of recognized inspection services provided that after investigation 
he/she is satisfied as to their qualifications and reliability. A certificate called for by 
any provision of the construction codes shall not be based on such reports unless 
the same are in writing and certified by a responsible officer of such semice. 

(b) In@ectious Prior to Issuance of Cer@cah of Occi/Pa~iy or Com$/cfio~~. The Building 
Official shall inspect or cause to be inspected at various inte~vals al l  
construction or work for which a permit is required, and a fmal inspection shall be 
made of every building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system 
upon completion, prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy or 
completion. 



( 7 )  
Poxritrg ofP6mit. Work requiring a permit shall not commence until the peunit 
holder or his/her agent posts the permit card in a conspicuous place on the 
premises. The permit shall be protected from the weather and located in such 
position as to permit the Building Official or representative to conveniently 
make the required entries thereon. This permit card shall be maintained in such 
position by the permit holder until the certificate of occupancy or completion is 
issued by the Building Official. 

(vi) Reg~tinBItr@eotioiti, The Building Offieal upon notification from the permit holder or 
his agent shall make the follotving inspections and such other inspections as 
necessary, and shall eithet release that portion of the construction or shall 
notifj the permit holder or his agent of any violations which must be corrected in 
order to comply with the technical code: 

(A) Building. 

F o ~ ~ n h t i o n  Irwpcction: To be made after ttenches are excavated and 
forms erected and any required reinforcing in place and secured 

@)&Fr~ae IuspBefion: To be made after the roof, masonry, all framing, 
, fwe-stopping, draft-stopping and bracing 



are in place, and after the plumbing, mechanical and electrical rough 
inspections are approved. 

@ L F i n ~ f  111peflioti: To be made after the building is completed and ready 
for occupancy. 

Electrical. 

( I )  U I t & ~ g ~ / l d  Il~@ecfion: To be made after trenches or ditches are 
excavated, conduit or cable installed, and before any backfa is 
put in place. 

(2) Rough-In Tn@ectio~: To be made after the distribution panel is in 
place and all electrical conductors and associated desice boxes are 
installed and prior to cosering or concealment or the installation of 
fixtures, wall or ceiling membranes. 

(3) Tempor~~y  Power Inspection: Temporary approval for connection to 
the utility can be granted prior to completion. This temporary 
connection is only valid for a period not to exceed 90 days. 

(4) Fit#/ fi~p~flioiou: To be made after the building is complete, all required 
electrical fatures are in place and properly connected or protected, 
and the structure is ready for occupancy. 

Plumbing. 

(1) U~tdergrvr//td Inspettion: To be made after trenches or ditches are 
excavated, pipinginstalled, and before any backfill is put in place. 

(2) Rough-IIZ Jitspection: To be made aft= the watts disuibdoa 
and all soil, waste, and sent piping is complete, and piiw to this 
instahtion of urall or ceiling membranes or concealment of any 
plumbing materials. 

(3) Find I~lpction: To be made after the building is complete, aI l  

plumbing f~atures are in place and properly connected, and the 
structure is ready for occupancy. 

(4) Note: See Seciion 312 of the International Plumbing Code for 
required tests. 

Mechanical. 

(/) Uude~xmund IuJpectioic To be made after trenches or ditches are 
excavated, underground duct and fuel piping installed, and before 
any backfill is put in place. 



(2) Roagh-In In@~etion: To be made after the roof and all ducting, and 
other concealed components are complete, and prior to the 
installation of wall or c&g membranes. No mechanical 
equipment or ductwork is allowed to be installed in any building 
that is not adequately sealed from the weather. Any ductmork or 
equipment contaminated by storm water must be replaced to 
prevent a potential mold issue or health hazard (as recommended 
by the DCA Mold Task Force). 

(3) F i i d  It~$ectiorc To be made after the building is complete, the 
mechanical system is in place and properly connected, operational 
and the stmcture is ready for occupancy. 

(E) Gas. 

(1) Rough P@i,rg Itt@ectio~t: To be made after all new piping authorized 
by the permit has been installed, and before any such piping has 
been covered or concealed or any htures or gas appliances have 
been connected. 

(2) Temporaty Gas Contresfio~i: To be made after all piping authorized by 
the permit has been installed and after aU portions which are to be 
concealed by plastering or otherwise have been so concealed, and 
iaspwted b e b z - a q m  k.arttum or gas appliances sho& bb; 

-Enstem. This inspection shall include a 
pressure test. 

(3) Final Ii~qecfiom: To be made on all new gas work authorized by the 
permit and such portions of existing systems as map be affected by 
new nrork or any changes in order to insure compliance with all 
the requirements of the construction codes and to assure that the 
installation and constfllction of the gas system is in accordance 
with reviewed plans 

(F') Energy. 

( I )  I~~st~Iation Itz@ectiou: To be made after all rough inspections are 
complete and approved and before exterior wall insulation is 
concealed by wall board to check installation of &exterior 
isdb-insulatio and to inspect that all holes and ctacks 
through the structure envelope have been sealed in an 
appropriate manner as to zesttict air passage. 



(2) Final Inspection: To be made after the building is completed and 
ready for occupancy. To verify installation and R-value of ceiling and 
floor insulation. To verify correct SEER ratings on appliances. 

. 

I V t i i l b c n  Release. Wok shall not be done on any part of a building, structure. electrical, 
gas, mechanical, or plumbing system beyond the point indicated in each successive 
inspection without first obtaining a mitten release from the Building Official. Such 
written release shall be given only after an inspection has been made of each 
successive step in the construction or installation as indicated by each of the 
foregoing three inspections. 

1 i+)&Reinfoit.ing Steel, Stmcf~~rn/ Frames, lttdatjon, PPluti~rg, Mechnlrcca/, or Ellecfrical Systems. 
Reinforcing steel, structural frame, insulation, plumbing, nrork of any pan of any 
building or structure shall not be cove~ed or concealed =&out first obtaining a 
release from the Building Official. 

(xi) Plaster Fin Protecriou. In all buildings where plaster is used for fire protection 
purposes, the permit holder or his agent shall notify the Building Official after all 
Iathing and backing is in place. Plaster shall not be applied until the release from 
the Building Official has been received. 

(xii) Fin Bartier Inspectiot~. Where fire resistance rated construction is required between 
dwelling units, between various occupancies or due to location on property, the 
building official shall require an inspection after all wallboard is installed but 
pfior to joints and fasteners are taped and finished. Multiple layers shall be 



inspected individually. 

(i) Certificates. 

(i) Certificate of Occupancy. 

(A) BuiHitg Ocnrpag, A new building shall not he occupied or a change made in 
the occupancy, nature, or use of a building or part of a building until 
after the Building Official has issued a certificate of occupancy. Said 
certificate shall not be issued until all required electtical, gas, mechanical, 
plumbing, and fire protection systems have been inspected for compliance 
with the construction codes and other applicable laws and ordinances and 
released by the Building Official. 

(B) Issrtng Cet$$cate of Ocngany. Upon satisfactory completion of construction 
of a building or structure and installation of elecuicaI, gas, mechanical, 
and plumbing systems in accordance with the construction codes, 
reviewed plans and specifications, and after the final inspection, the 
Building Official shall issue a certificate of occupancy stating the nature 
of the occupancy permitted, the number of persons for each floor when 
limited by law, and the allowable load per square foot for each floor in 
accordance with the prcn&ions of the construction codes.- of 8 
sdcate of o c c u ~ s n c ~  shall not be constmed as an agtZrwnl af a 

p v h k s  of this code or othct or$insncew of the iu&.&c- 



E x b t i ~ t g  BriiIditg Cett$cafe of Ompnny. A certificate of occupancy for 
any existing building may be obtained by applying to the Building 
Qfficial and supplying the infornation and data necessaiy to 
determine compliance with the conswuction codes for the 
occupancy intended. Where necessary, in the opinion of the 
Building Official, two sets of detailed drawings, ox a general 
inspection, or both, may be required. When, upon examination and 
inspection, it is found that the building conforms to the 
provisions of the construction codes and other applicable laws 
and ordinances for such occupancy, a certificate of occupancy shall 
be issued. 

I wii) Certificate of Conlpletion. Upon satisfactory completion of a 
building, structuce, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system, a cettificate 
of completion may be issued. This cerdficate is proof that a structure or system is 
complete and for certain types of permits is released for use and may be 

. . 

1 ++)@&Service Utilities. 



(A) Connection $Service Utilities. No person shall make connections from a 
utility, source of energy, fuel, or power to any building or system which is 
regulated by the consttuction codes for n.hich a permit is required, until 
released by the Building Official and a certificate of occupancy or 
completion is issued. 

(B)   ray Cont~ection. The Building Official may authorize the temporary 
connection of the building or system to the utility source of energy, fuel, or 
power for the purpose of testing building senrice systems or for use 
under a temporary certificate of occupancy. This temporary connection 
is only valid for a period not to exceed 90 calendar days. 

(C) A~thorig to Discou~iecf Seruice Ulilties. The Building Official shall have the 
power to authorize disconnection of utility senrice to the building, 
structure, or system regulated bjr the construction codes, in case of 
emergency where necessaiy to eliminate an inlmediate hazard to life or 
property. The Building Official shall notify the senring utility, and 
whenever possible the owner and occupant of the building, structure, or 
senrice system of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such action. 
If not notified prior to disconnecting, the owner or occupant of the 
building, sttucture, or seivice system shall be notifwd in writing, as soon 
as practical thereafter. 

(j) Posting Floor Loads. 
I 

(i) OccupRuc~~. An existing or new building shall not he occupied for any-purpose, 
which mill cause the floors thereof to be loaded beyond thek safe-capacity. The 
Building Official may pwmit occupancy of a building for mercantile, commercial, 
or industrial puiposes, by a specif% business, when he is satisfied that such 
capacity will not thereby be exceeded. 

I (4 Storu~e dnd Factoy-l,~dt~sfria/ Occupatrcies. It shall be the responsibility of-the owner, 
agent, proprietor, or occupant of Group S and Group F occupancies, or an17 
occupancy where excessive floor loading is likely to ocnu, to employ a 
competent architect or engineer in computing the safe load capacity. All such 
computations shall be acconipanied by a stanlped and signed affidavit from the 
architect or engineer stating the safe allowable floor load on each floor in 
pounds per square foot uniformly distributed. The computations and affidavit 
shall be filed as a permanent record of the Building Department. 

(iii) S&#s Reqrvitva! In elmy building or part of a building used for storage, industrial, 
or hazardous purposes, the safe floor loads, as reviewed by the Buildig Official 
on the plan, shall be marked on plates or approved design which shall be supplied 
and securely affixed by the owner of the building in a conspicuous place in each 
story to which they relate. Such plates shall not be removed or defaced, and if lost, 
removed or defaced, shall be replaced by the owner of the building 



Seclion 8: Tests. 

The Building Official may require tests or test reports as proof of cotnpliance. Required rests are 
to be made at the expense of the owner or his/her agent, by an approved testing laboratory 
or other approved agency. 

Seerion 9: Construction Board of Adjustment and Appeals. 

(a) Appointnlent. The Council shall establish a board to be called the "Construction 
Board of Adjustment and Appeals." Members shall be nominated by the Mayor and 
approved by the Council. 

@) Membership and Tenns. 

(i) The Board shall be comprised of not less than three and not more than five 
persons. Each member shall seive a tenn of 4 years and may serve consecutive 
terms. 

(ii) Quorum and Voting. A simple majority of the Board shall constitute a 
quorum. In vaqing any provision of the construction codes, the affirmative 
votes of the majority present shall be required. In modifying a decision of the 
Building Official, not less than two affumative votes shall be requited. In the 
event rhat regular members are unable to attend a meeting, the alternate 
members, if appointed, shall vote. 

(3) Secretary of the Boaid. m e  Building OfGcial shall appoint a secretaiy for the 
Boaid and shall make a detailed record of all its proceedings, which shall set forth 
the reasons for its decision, the vote of each member, the absence of a member, 
and any failure of a member to vote. 

(iv) As provided 
qualifications for Board members. 

the Council shall establish 

(c) Po\vers. The Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall have the power, as 
further dehed  in subsection (d) herein below, to heat the appeals of decisions and 
interpretations of the Building Official and consider vauances of the construction 
codes. 

(d) Appeals. 

(I) Deckion offlie Bi~ildiwg 0fle.d The owner of a building, structure, or sei~~ice system, 
or his duly authorized agent, may appeal a decision of the Building Official to the 
Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals whenever any one of the 
following conditions are claimed to exist: 

(A) The Building Official rejected or refused to approve the mode or 
manner of construction proposed to be followed or materials to be used 



in the installation or alteration of a building, structure or service system. 

(B) The provisions of the construction codes do not apply to this specific case. 

(C) That an equally good or more desirable form of installation can be employed 
in any specific case. 

@) The true intent a d  meaning of the construction codes or any of the 
regulations have been misconstrued or incorrectly 
interpreted. 

(ii) Varia~tcds. The Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, when so appealed 
to and after a hearing, may vary the application of any provision of the 
construction codes to any particular case when, in its opinion, the enforcement 
thereof ulould do manifest injustice and would he contrary to the spirit and 
purpose of this or the construction codes or public interest, and also finds all of 
the foUo\ving: 

(A) That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the 
building* swcture, or sefvice system inxr~l~.ed and which are not applicable to 
others. 

(B) That the special conditions and circumstances do not result from the action 
or inaction of the applicant. 

(C) That granting the rariance requested will not confer on the applicant any 
special pivilege that is denied by the construction codes to other buildiigs, 
structures, or sewice system. 

) That the variance granted is the e u n l  xmhnce that will made possible 
the reasonable use of the building, structure, or service system. 

(E) That the grant of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and 
pllrpose of the conswction codes and will not be detrimental to the 
public health% safety, and general welfare. 

In granting the variance, the Board may prescribe a reasonable time limit within 
which the action for which the variance is required shall be commenced or 
completed or both. In addition, the Board may prescribe appropriate conditions 
and safeguards in conformity with the construction codes. Viohtion of the 
conditions of a variance shall be deemed a violation of the construction codes. 

(iii) ATotice of Appeof. Notice of appeal shaU be in writing and filed within 30 
calendar days after the Building Official renders the decision. Appeals shall be in a 
form acceptable to the Building Official. 



(iv) U~isafe or. Dnige~ge,or/s Bt~i/diigs or Service $ste/zs, In the case of a building, structure, or 
sewice system, which, in the opinion of the Building Official, is unsafe, unsanita~y, 
or dangerous, the Building Official may, in his order, limit the titne for such notice 
of appeals to a shorter period. 

(e) Rules and Regulations. 

(i) Estnb/ishtnetit. The Board shall establish rules and regulations for its own 
procedure not inconsistent \vitl~ the provisions of these procedures. The Board shall 
meet on call of the chakman. The Board shall meet within 30 calendar days after 
notice of appeal has been received. 

(li) Decisions. The Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall, in every 
case, reach a decision without unreasonable or unnecessarp delay. Each decision of 
the Board shall also include the reasons for the decision. If a decision of the 
Board reverses or modifies a refusal, order, or disallowance of the Building 
Official or varies the application of any provision of the construction codes, the 
Building Official shall inmlediately take action in accordance with such decision. 
E~rerp decision shall be promptly filed in writing in the office of the Building 
Official and shall be open to public inspection. A certified copy of the decision 
shall be sent by mail or othenvise to the appellant and a copy shall be kept 
publicly posted in the office of the Building Official for 2 weeks after filing. Every 
decision of the Board shall be final, subject to such remedy as any aggrieved party 
might hare at law or in equlty. 

Section 10: Seuernbi/ig. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of the constsuction codes is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of the construction codes. 

Any person, firm, corporation, or agent who shall violate a provision of the construction 
codes, or fail to comply therewith, or with any of the requirements thereof, or who shall 
erect, construct, alter, install, denlolish, or move any structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or 
plumbing system, or has erected, constructed, altered, repaired, moved or demolished a 
building, electrical, gas, mecl~anical, or plumbing system, in violation of a detailed statement or 
drawing submitted and pernlitted there under, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Each such person 
shall be considered guilty of a separate offense for each and every day or portion thereof 
during which any violation of any of the provisions of the construction codes is committed or 
continued, and upon conviction of any such violation such person shall be punished ~vitllin the 
limits and as provided by state laws. 

Article 3: Trenching 



Section 1: D$niitions. 

(a) "ExEaua/iou"means any manmade cavity or depression in the earth's surface, including 
its sides, walls, or faces, formed by earth removal and producing unsupported earth 
conditions as results of the excavation. If installed forms or similar structures reduce the 
depth to width relationship, an excavation may become a trench. 

@) "OSHA" means the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupatimal Safety and Health 
Administration, or successor agency. 

(c) "S@e~visotyper~o~i~rel" means any person who has the responsibility for layout, oversight, 
superintending, directing, or controlling an excavation or trench. 

(d) "Tt~.nch" is a narrow excavation made below the surface of the ground. In general, the 
depth is greater than the width, but the width of the trench is not greater than 15 feet. 

No individual, partnership, corporation, or otl~er entity of any kind whatsoever shall engage in 
any excavation or trenching except in the compliance with die provisions of this Article 
and in compliance with any applicable laws of the State of Georgia or of the United States or any 
rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, or any other state or federal govemniental entity or department 
promulgating tules and regulations applicable to excavating and trenching. 

Sscfion 3: Adoption ofFedem1 Regilatio~rs. 

All safety and health regulations adopted by OSHA wkli regard to excavating and wenching 
operations, particularly Part 1926, Sub part P-Excavations, Trenching, and Shoring, Section 
1926.650,1926.651,1926.652. 1926.653 of the Code of Fedexal Regulations, as the same now 
exist or may be hereafter amended are adopted as a part of this Article the same as if quoted 
verbatim her&. 

Section 4: Cetz@de Requimd 

(a) No equipment operator or supervisory pezsonnel shall participate in any excavation or 
trenching or in any nray work in an excavation or trench unless such person holds a 
valid certificate evidencing satisfactory completion of a required educational progim on 
safe trench/excavation practices. No other person shall participate in or work in any 
excavation or trenching site unless a certificate holder is present at the excavation or 
trench site where work is being performed. 

@) In the event any person who holds a valid certificate from the City is found to be in 
violation of the safety standards or requkements on any job site, the certificate may be 
revoked after notice and hearing as herein provided. In the event of revocation, the 



certificate may be reinstalled one time upon repeat by the person of the educational 
program required for issuance of the initial certificate. 

Secfioa 5: Permit Requintd. 

(a) No excavation or trenching shall be performed until a permit or authorization for 
same has been obtained from the City. Any applicant will be required to acknowledge 
receipt and understanding of safety requirements before any permit will be issued. All 
such permits shall be conspic~ousl~~posted upon the job site. 

No permit or authorization shall be issued unless an authorized agent of the applicant 
holds a certificate. 

The City shall periodically inspect trench/excavation sites. Such inspectors shall, among other 
things, verify the presence of the required permit, verify existence of required cdficates, and 

conlpliance to OSHA safety standards herein above adopted. The inspectors may operate 
pursuant to a contract between the City and a third-party entity. 

The City shall periodicallp inspect trench/excavation sites. Such inspectors shall, among other 
things, verify the presence of the required permit, verify existence of required certificates, and 
verify compliance to OSHA safety standards herein above adopted. 

Section 8:4puk 

Any individual, parmership, corporation, or other entity whose permit has been suspended or 
revoked may appeal in a manner consistent with this Chapter. 

Article 4: Miscellaneous Provisions. 

Every person, whether owner, tenant, agent, or employee owning, holding, or 
occupying property in the City shall, at all times, maintain the property, whether a 
vacant lot or otherwise, in a clean and sanitary condition, keeping all weeds cut, 
wastepaper, trash and other rubbish of every sort cleaned off of the property, Said 
duty to maintain property in a clean and sanitary condition shall include the duty to cut 
and remove undergrowth, such as kudzu, briars, weeds in excess of 24 inches in height, 
honeysuckle, othes vines and seedlings, whenex~er such undergrowth becomes a nuisance 
to persons residing in the atea or operating businesses in the area. If such undergrowth 
exists upon an unimproved lot, the Community Dexrelopment Director may reduce the 
extent to which the property must he maintained in such condition, provided there 



are no imminent threats to public health and safety. 

(b) It shall he the duty of the Community Development Director or a designee thereof to 
give 5 days written notice, by certified mail, remn receipt requested, and take 
reasonable steps to deliver in person to any owner of property or other person 
violating this section to appear before the City Council to show cause why these 
provisions have not been complied with. In addition, the Community Detrelopment 
Director or a designee shall immediately post a notification upon the property in 
violation of this section in order to provide visual notification to property owners for a 
period of 5 consecutive days. 

(i) In lieu of inability to contact owners in other manners prescribed above, posted 
notice shall senTe as the official notice for the City Council hearing on this matter. 

(ii) After a hearing, if it is deemed by the Council that this section has not been complied 
with, such owner or other person shall be given 5 days to comply and if he/she 
fails or refuses to do so, the Public Works Director shall thereupon cause the 
work to be done. 

(iii) For purposes of giving the notice to the owner of the property, as provided for 
herein, the person shown as the owner of said property on the ad valorem tax 
records of the City shall be sent such notice at the address shown thereon, 
unless the City receives actual notice that another person owns said property that 
owner shall be responsible for said tiolation. 

(ir) The Council may, by majority vote, refer any and all cases described in this 
section to the Municipal Court, and all hearings heretofore described as being 
before the Council may be before the Munidpal Court if the Council decides. 

(c) When the Public Works Dkector has caused weeds to be cut from any premises, or 
wastepaper, trash, or other rubbish removed, a notice shall be prepared assessing the 
cost of the cutting of those weeds, cleaning and rendering sanitary such vacant lot or 
other property against the owner, tenant, agent, or emplojree owning, occupying, or 
controlling the propaty. The cost of such action shall be a debtor lien upon the 
property so cleaned and rendered sanitary and a debt against the owner, tenant, agent, or 
other party in charge of the property. The debtor lien shall date from the completion 
of the work on the property as declared unda City Council ordinance, 

(d) A wvltten statement shall be furnished by the City Clerk to the owner, agent, or other 
party in charge of the properq subject to the assessment provided for herein showing the 
amount of the assessment. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent, or other party in 
charge of the property subject to the assessment to pay the City within 30 days after 
the receipt of the statenlent the entite amount of the assessment against the property 
and the owner, tenant, agent, or other party in charge of the property. 

(e) Any owner, tenant, agent, or other party in control of property subject to assessment as 



provided herein who fails or refuses to pay to the City the amount of such assessment 
at the expiration of 30 days after the service of the notice of statement provided above, 
the City Clerk shall issue an execution bearing date of its issuance in the name of the 
Mayor of the City and specifying the purpose for which it is issued against the owner, 
tenant, agent, or other party in control of the property subject to the assessment and also 
against the property of the owner, tenant, agent, or other party in control of the property 
upon which the work in question is performed. The execution shall assert and be a lien 
against the property from the day of the completion of the performance of the work 
hereinbefore described and shall bear interest at the rate of I percent per month from the 
date on which it is issued. For the purposes of this section, any period of less than 1 
month shall be considered to be 1 month. 

(f) The execution issued under these pro~risisions shall be delivered to the Chief of Police or a 
designee thereof who shall execute the same by l a ~ i n g  upon and selling the propezty 
described therein or so much thereof as may be necessary for the amount due the City 
from the doing of such work, together with all costs that may accrue thereon. The law 
applicable to the sales utlder other executions issued bp this City shall apply to the levy, 
notice, advertisement and sale made under the execution, and the laying officer shall 
have authority to execute a deed to the purchaser when the pzoperty is sold and shall 
deliver the possession thereof to the purchaser within the time required by law as under 
tax executions. 

The fire limit9 of the City for purposes of the building code shall be the same as is provided in 
this Code. 

Per the Georgia Amendment, the International Fire Code shall apply to all existing 
buildings and subjects all misting buildings to a peviodic inspection for compliance with the 
adopted fwe code. The Georgia Amendment to the Inteinational Fire Code, designated as Section 
101.3 (Puipose and Intent) of the Code is hereby adopted by reference. 






