
CITY OF DUNWOODY 
400 Northridge Road 
Suite 1250 
Phone: 678.382.6700 Fax: 678.382.6701 
www.dunwoodyga.gov 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Mayor and City Coutlcil 

Fmm: Jennifer Peterson, Community Development Director 

Date: March 16,2009 

Subject: Building Code 

Staff recommends approval of the fust read of an ordinance to amend Chapter 7, Building Code. 
?be building code was adopted on December 18,2008 by the Council. Since that time staff has 
taken the time to "clean up" the code to be internally consistent and to be consistent with the latest 
mandated code amendments from the State. 



STATE OF GEORGIA 
CITY OF DUNWOODY ORDINANCE 2009-03-19 

ANORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTEll7 OF THE CITY OF DUN\VOODY UXE 
OF ORDINANCES BY MAKING IT CONSISTENT WITH LA'I'EST STA'E 

REQUIREMENTS 

WHEREAS, the City of Dunwoody has heretofore adopted an ordinance for Building 
Code, as set forth in Chapter 7 of the Code of the City of Dunwoody (the 
"Code"); and 

WHEREAS, some of the provisions of the Building Codc are currently inconsistent with 
the latest mandated codc amendtnents from the State of Georgia; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council have determined that it may be appropriate to 
amend the ordinance to providc for internal consistency and to make it 
consistent with the latest mandated code amendments. 

THEREFORE, Mayor and City Council of the City of Dunwoody hereby ordain as 
follows: 

Section 1: The Building Code, Chapter 7 of the City of Dullwoody Code of Ordinances is 
hereby amended with the changes presented as attached hereto and incorporated herein. 

Section 2: This Amendment shall become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 
City Council, and incorporated into the Code of the City of dun wood^: Georgia. This Amendment 
hereby repeals any and all conflicting orditlances and atnendments. 

SO ORDAINED, this -day of ,2009 

Approved: 

Ken Wright, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Sharon Lowery, City Clerk 
(Seal) 

Approved as to Form and Content: 

Brian Anderson, City Attorney 



Chapter 7: Building Code 

Article 1: Adoption of State Law. 

Svction 1: State Mittim~m Standards Adopted. 
I 

(a) It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Council to enforc 
urn S$mdanls Codes as d e f d  by 0.C.GA. 5 8-2-2019). The atlbpth'dsh 

&&cludes the latest edition following Georgia state b~himum Standard Codes, 
as adopted and amended by t& Geotgia Department of Community Affairs, For all permlts 
approved after December 1 ;,-%€%2U& 

(i) 
(i i) 
(iii) 
(iv) 
(v) 
(vi) 
(vii) 
(viii) 
(ix) 

International Building Cod 
Internat ional  Fuel Ga 
International &Iechanical Cod 
Internat ional  Plumbi  
Natibnal Electrical 
In t e rna t iona l  F i re  
International Energy Co 
International Resid 
International Property Mainte 

@) The following appendices of said codes, as adopted and amended by the Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs, ate hereby adopted by reference as though they 
were copied herein fully: 

(c) The following codes, the latest editions as adopted and amended by the Georgia 

I Department of Community Affairs, re hereby adopted 
by reference as though they were copied herein fully: 

I 

. - 
County Board of Health 



( (de For all permits panted or approved by County under earlier versions of 
any or all of these codes, it is hereby deciaretf to  be the intention of the Council to 
enforce the Code under which the project was approved. 

I 



2. .%?ind:speed (f1stest milo) -- 90; 
3. Seis&c d e j h  cateeorv B.. 
4; W s n t b  

, . g-- mddG&. 
5. Frmt && -Yes. 12" :*-. 
:6. Termite .damask -- yes. $m h&$ ... 
'7. Winter,do ' 0. for batinsfa&& - 2 2 ~ : ~  
8. Ice 8 & r ~ v m m t R q & d  -.NO 
9. Flood H&&ds -Y& 
10. AU Freezin~ Inda --225 
11. &WI Annudl Tempratme -55 F m:60 P 

Article 2: Administrative Procedures for Enforcement ofAdopted Codes. 

The purpose of this section is to provide for the administration and enforcement of the 
Georgia State Minimum Standard Codes for Construction as adopted and amended by the 
Georgia Department of Conununity Affairs. Hereinafter, the state minimun~ standard codes for 

1 construction shall be referred to as the construction codes or "this c~dg." 

Section 2: Code Remedial. 

(a) Get~eraL These construction codes are hereby declared to be remedial, and shall be construed 
to secure the beneficial interests and purposes thereof - which are public safety, health, and 
general welfare - through structural strength, stability, sanitation, adequate light and 
ventilation, and safety to life and property from fire and other hazards attributed to the 
built envitonment including alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use, and occupancy 
of buildings, structures, or premises, and by regulating the installation and maintenance 
of all electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems, which may be referred to as 
service systems. 

@) Qualify Cotttm1. Quality control of materials and workmanship is not within the purview of 
the construction codes except as it relates to the purposes stated therein. 

(c) Permitfitg and It~qecfion. The inspection or permitting of any building, system, or plan, 
under the requirements of construction codes shall not be constiued in any court as a 
warranty of the physical condition of such building, system or plan or their adequacy. 
The City of Dunwoody, nor any employee thereof, shall be liable in tort for damages 
for any defect or hazardous or illegal condition or inadequacy in such building, system 
or plan, nor for any failure of any component of such, which may occur subsequent to 
such inspection or permitting. 

Section 3: Scope. 

(i) General. Where, in any specific case, different sections of these construction codes 
specify different mateiials, methods of construction, or other requirements, the 



most restrictive shall govein. Where there is a conflict behveen a general 
requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be 
applicable. 

(ii) B~,ildiirg. The provisions of the International Building Code, as adopted and 
anlended by the Georgia Department of Conlmunity Affairs, shall apply to the 
construction, alteration, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, 
maintenance, removal, and demolition, of eve17 building or structure or  any 
appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures, except in one- 
and hvo-family dwellings. 

(iii) E/eci,.ical. The provisions of the National Electtical Code, as adopted and 
amended by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, shall apply to the 
installation of electrical systems, including alterations, repairs, replacen~ent, 
equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings, and appurtenances thereto. 

(iv) Gns. The provisions of the International Fuel Gas Code, as adopted and 
amended by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, shall apply to the 
installation of consumer's gas piping, gas appliances, and related accessories as 
covered in this Code. These requirements apply to gas piping systems extending 
from the point of delivei31 to the inlet connections of appliances and the 
installation and operation of residential and comnlercial gas appliances and 
related accessories, except in one- and hvo-fan* dwellings. 

( 7 )  
~Wechnilicnl. The prorisions of the International Mechanical Code, as adopted 
and amended by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, shall apply to 
the installation of mechanical systems, including alterations, repairs, 
replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and/or appurtenances, 
including ventilating, heating, cooling, air conditioning and refrigeration systems, 
incinerators, and other energy related systems. Except in one- and hvo-family 
dwellings. 

(vi) Phbi ig .  The provisions of the Inteinational Plunlbing Code, as adopted and 
anlended by the Georgia Department of Community Affairs, shall apply to 
every plumbing installation, including alterations, repairs, replacement, 
equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings, and appurtenances, and when 
connected to a water or sewerage system. 

(uig Ei~e~g~t The provisions of the International Energy Consen~ation Code, as 
adopted and amended by the Georgia Departnlent of Comnlunity Affairs, shall 
regulate the design of building envelopes for adequate thermal resistance and low 
air leakage and the design and selection of mechanical, electrical, sei~rice water 
heating, and illumination systems and equipment that 111iU enable the effective use 
of energy in new building construction. 



(vii) One attd Two Farnab Dueflings. The provisions of the International Residential Code, 
as adopted and amended by the DCA, shall apply to the constmction, alteration, 
repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, removal, and 
demolition, of every budding or structure or any appurtenances connected or 
attached to such buildings ar structures of detached one and two family dwellings 
and townhouses not more than three stories in height with a separate means of 
egress and their accessofy structures. 

@) Federal and State Authorig, The provisions of the construction codes shall not be held to 
deprive any federal or state agency, or any applicable governing authority having 
jurisdiction, of any power or authority u~hich it had on the effective date of the adoption of 
the construction codes or of any remedy then existing for the enforcement of its orders, 
nor shall it deprive any individual or corporation of its legal rights as provided by law. 

I 
I (c) Appt~tdces. Appendices referenced in Article I, Section I(?&) of this Chapter shall be 

considered an integral part of the construction codes. 

(d) R.fenuced Staridads, Standards referenced in the text of the construction codes shall he 
considered an integral part of the construction codes. If specific portions of a 
standard are denoted by code text, only those portions of the standard shall be 
enforced. Where construction code provisions conflict with a standard, the 
construction code provisions shall he enforced. Permissive and advisory provisions in a 
standard shall not be construed as mandatory. 

(e) Mainfertaarrce. All buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems, 
both existing and new, and all parts thereof, shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary 
condition. All devices or safeguards, which are required by the construction codes when 
constructed, altered, or repaired, shall be maintained in good working order. The 
owner, or his/her designated agent, shall be responsible for the maintenance of 
buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems. 

I Section 4: Existing Buiidi~gs 

(a) General. Alterations, repairs, or rehabilitation work may be made to any existing 
stiucture, building, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system without requiring the 
building, structure, plumbing, electrical, mechanical, or gas system to comply with all 
the requicements of the construction codes provided that the alteration, repair, or 
rehabilitation work conforms to the requirements of the construction codes for new 
consuuction. The extent to wvhich the existing system shall be made to conform to the 
requirements of the State IvLinimum Standard Codes for new construction shall be as follows 
unless otheiwise required by this section: 

(1) When the estimated cost of the new work is less than fifty percent (qQBP/o) of the 
replacement cost of the existing system or building, the new work shall be brought in 
to conformance with the requirements of the State Minimum Standard Codes for 
new consuuction. 



(2) When the estimated cost of the new work is equal to or greater than fifty percent 
(4QB%) of the replacement cost of the existing system or building, the entire system 
or building shall be made to conform to the requirements of the State Ivlinimunl 
Standard Codes for new consmction. 

(3) For essential seivice facilities Occupancy Categoiy IV type buildings as defmed by 
the State Ivhimum Standard Codes for new consmction, when the estimated cost 
of the new work is equal to or greater than thirty percent (30%) of the replacement 
cost of the existing system, the entire system shall be made to conform to the 
requirements of the State Minimum Standard Codes for new construction. 

@) Change ofOcnrpanly. If the occupancy classification of any existing building or structure is 
changed, the building, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems shall be made to 
conform to the intent of the construction codes as required by the Building Official and 
the specific requirements of the occupancy. 

(c) Special Historic B~*iIdings. The provisions of the construction codes relating to the 
consmction, alteration, repair, enlargement, restoration, relocation, or moving of 
buildings or structures shall not be mandatory for existing buildings or structures 
identified and classified by the state or local jurisdiction as historic buildings when such 
buildings or suuctures are judged by the Building Official to be safe and in the public 
interest of health, safety, and welfare regarding any proposed construction, alteration, 
repair, enlargement, restoration, relocation, or moving of buildmgs within the fire 
districts. 

I n E x i s t i ~ g  Inst~//aiio~ts. Except as otheiwise provided in this Chapter, buildings, structures, 
plumbing, mechanical and electrical systems lawfully in existence at the time of the 
adoption of this ordinance shall be permitted to have their use and maintenance 
continued if the use, maintenance or repair is in accordance with the original design and 
applicable codes at the time of its installation and no hazard to life, health or property is 

I created by such building, structure or system. 

I (e) All exist in^ buildines are subiected to the reauirements of the International Prooerq 
Maintenance Code or the International Fire Code as aoolicable. 

Section 5: Bidilditg Depaflment. 

(a) Cwlion afBf~i/ding Departne~~t. There is hereby established a department to be called 
the Building Department and the person in charge shall be known as the Building 
Official. The governing body shall establish the qualifications for the Building 
Official and other code enforcement personnel. The duties of the department may be 
contracted out in full to a third party entity. 

@) Resfrictiorts ori Employees. An officer or enlployee connected with the department, except 



one whose only connection is as a member of the Construction Board of Adjustment 
and Appeal, shall not be financially interested in the furnishing of labor, material, or 
appliances for the construction, alteration, or maintenance of a building, structure, sen~ice, 
system, or in the making of plans or of specifications thereof, unless he is the owner of 
such. This officer or enlplojlee shall not engage in any other work, ~vhich is inconsistent 
with his duties or conflict with the interests of the department. 

(c) Records. The Building Official shall keep, or cause to he kept, a record of the business of 
the department. The records of the department shall be open to public inspection pursuant 
to the provisions of the Georgia Open Records Act. 

(d) LiabiliQ. Any officer or employee, or member of the Construction Board of 
Adjustments and Appeals, charged wit11 the enforcement of the construction codes, 
acting for the applicable governing authority in the discharge of his duties, shall not 
thereby render llimself/herself personalljl liable, and is hereby relieved from all 
personal liabiliv, for any damage that may occur to persons or property as a result of any 
act required or permitted in the discharge of his/her duties. Any suit brought against 
any officer or employee or member because of such act performed by &/her in the 
enforcement of any provision of the construction codes shall be defended by the 
governing jurisdiction until the final termination of the proceedings. 

(e) Reports. The Building Official shall submit a report each year covering the work of the 
Building Department during the preceding year. He/she may incorporate in said report a 
summa17 of the decisions of the Consttuction Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
during said year. 

(a) Get~emI. The Building Official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions 
of the construction codes. The Building Official is further authorized to render 
interpretations of the consu.uction codes, wluch are consistent with its intent and 
pulpose. The City may conti-act with a t l ~ d  party to provide the duties of the Building 
Official. 

(i) Whenever necessaq to make an inspection to enforce any of the pro~~isions of 
the construction codes, or wllenever the Building Official has reasonable 
cause to believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any 
condition or code violation which makes such building, sttucture, premises, 
electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems unsafe, dangerous, or 
hazardous, the Building Official may enter such building, structure, or  
premises at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any duty 
imposed upon the Building Official by these construction codes, provided that if 
such building or premises is occupied, he shall first present proper credentials 



and request entry. If such building, structure, or premises is unoccupied, he shall 
first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other persons having charge or 
control of such and request enuy. a f  enuy is refused, the Building Official shall 
have recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry. 

(ii) When the Building Official shall have first obtained a proper inspection warrant 
or other remedy provided by law to secure entry, no owner or occupant or any 
other peisons having charge, care or control of any building, structure, or premises 
shall fail or neglect, after proper request is made as herein provided, to promptly 
permit entiy therein by the Building Official for the purpose of inspection and 
examination pursuant to the construction codes. 

(c) Stop-work orders. Upon notice from the Buildig Official, work on any building, structux, 
electtical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system that is being done conuxry to the 
provisions of the construction codes or in a dangwous or unsafe manner, shall immediately 
cease. Such notice shall he in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property, or 
to his agent, or to the person doing the work, and shall state the conditions under which 
work may be resumed. Where an emergency exists, the Building Official shall not be 
required to give a written notice prior to stopping the work. 

(i) Mis@re~entafiaa ofApplicatiaa The Building Official may revoke a permit or approval, 
issued under the provisions of the construction codes, in case there has been 
any false statement or misrepresentation as to the material fact in the application 
or plans on which the permit or approval was based. 

(n) T4olation o f  Code Prouisions. The Building Official may revoke a peimit upon 
determination by the Building Official that the construction erection, alteration, 
repair, moving, demolition, installation or replacement of the building, 
structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems for which the permit 
was issued is in violation of, or not in confomity with, the provisions of the 
construction codes. 

(e) Unsafe Bnildings or Systems. All buildings, structures, electtical, gas, mechanical, or 
plumbing systems which are unsafe, unsanitaiy, or do not provide adequate egress, or 
which constitute a fire hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human life, or which in 
relation to existing use, constitute a hazard to safety or health, are considered unsafe 
buildings or sei~~ice systems. 

(9 Reqttire~ents N o t  Couered Code. Any requirements necessaly for the strength, 
stability, or proper operation of an existing or proposed building, sfiucture, electrical, gas, 
mechanical, or plumbing system, or for the public safety, health, and general welfare, not 
specifically covered by or the construction codes, shall be determined by the Building 
Official. 

@ Alfentate Materials atrd Methods. The provisions of the construction codes are not 



intended to prevent the use of any material or method of construction not specifically 
prescribed by them, provided any such alternate has been reviewed by the Building 
Official. The Building Official shall approve any such alternate, provided the Building 
Official finds that the alternate for the purpose intended is at least the equivalent of that 
prescribed in the construction codes, in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, 
durability, and safety. The Building Official shall require that sufficient evidence or 
proof be submitted to substantiate any claim made regarding the alternate. 

Section 7: Pemits. 

(a) Permit Application. 

(i) When required, any owner, authorized agent, or contractor who desii-es to 
construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a 
building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert, or 
replace any electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system, the installation of 
which is regulated by the construction codes, or to cause any such work to be 
done, shall first make application to the Building Official and obtain the required 
permit for the work. 

(ii) Work Authorized. A building, electtical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing permit shall 
carry with it the right to construct or install the work, provided the same are 
shown on the drawings and set fo~rh in the specifications filed with the 
application for the permit. Where these are not shown on the drawings and 
covered by the specifications submitted with the application, separate permits shall 
be required. 

(iii) Minor Repairs. Ordinary minor repairs may be made with the approval of the 
Building Official wvithout a permit, pmided that such repairs shall not violate any 
of the provisions of the construction codes. 

( 7 )  
Information Required. Each application for a permit, with the required fee, shall 
be filed with the Building Official on a form furnished for that purpose, and shall 
contain a general description of the proposed work and its location. The owner, or 
his/her authorized agent, shall sign the application. The building permit application 
shall indicate the proposed occupancy of all parts of the building and of that 
portion of the site or lot, if any, not covered by the building or structure, and shall 
contain such other information as may be required by the Building Official. 

(vi) Time Limitations. An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be 
deemed to have been abandoned 180 calendar days after the date of filing for 
the permit, unless before then a permit has been issued. One or more 
extensions of time for periods of not more than W-mdays  each may be 
allowed by the Building Official for the application; provided the extension is 
requested in writing and justifiable cause is demonstrated. 



@) Drawings and Specifications. 

(i) Req/lit~/t~e~cts. When required by the Building Official, two or more copies of 
specifications and of drawings drawn to scale with sufficient clarity and detail to 
indicate the nature and character of the work, shall accompany the application 
for a permit. Such drawings and specifications shall contain information, in the 
form of notes or othemise, as to the quality of materials, where quality is 
essential to conformity with the construction codes. Such information shall he 
specific, and the construction codes shall not be cited as a whole or in part, nor 
shall the term "legal" or its equivalent be used, as a substitute for specific 
information. All information, drawings, specifications and accompanying data 
shall bear the name and signature of the person responsible for the design. 

(ii) An'nitioe~af Data. The Building Official may require details, conlputations, sttess 
diagrams, and other data necessaq to describe the construction or installation and 
the basis of calculations. All drawings, specifications, and accompanying data 
required by the Building Official to he prepared by an architect or engineer shall be 
affixed with their official seal. 

(iii) Desk] P~~essioemrl The design professional shall be an architect or engineer legally 
registered under the lams of this state regulating the practice of architecture or 
engineering and shall affix his official seal to said drawings, specifications, and 
accompanying data, for the following: 

(A) All G r o u p  A, E ,  and  I occupancies .  

(B) Buildings and structures three stories o r  more  high. 

(C) Buildings and sttuctures 5,000 square feet (465 in A2) or more in area. 

For all other buildings and structures, the submittal shall bear the certification of 
the applicant that some specific state la\\, exception permits its preparation by a 
person not so registered. 

EXCEPTION: Single-family dwellings, regardless of size, shall require 
neither a registered architect nor engineer, nor a certification that an architect or 
engineer is not required. 

( I )  Stn/cii/ra/ aild F in  Resista~lce I~iteg,.i~. Plans for all buildings shall indicate how 
required sttuctural and fire resistance integrity will be maintained where a 
penetration of a required fire resistance wall, floor, or partition will be made for 
electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing, signal and conlnlunication conduits, pipes, 
and systems and also indicate in sufficient detail ho\v the fire integrity \vill be 
maintained where required fire resistance floors intersect the exterior walls. 

(I) Site Dmwiegs. Dra\vings shall show the location of the proposed building or 
sttucture and of every existing building or structure on the site of lot. The 
Building Official may require a boundaql line sun7ey prepared by a qualified 



(14) Harardorts Occl@nncies. The Building Official may require the following: 

(A) Gei~eral Site P h .  A general site plan drawn at a legible scale which shall 
include, but not be limited to, the location of all buildings, exterior 
storage facilities, permanent access ways, evacuation routes, parking lots, 
internal roads, chemical loading areas, equipment cleaning areas, storm 
and sanitary sewer accesses, emergency equipment, and adjacent 
property uses. The exterior storage areas shall be identified with the hazard 
classes and the m a h l u n ~  quantities per hazard class of hazardous materials 
stored. 

(B) Bltilni~g Floor Plail. A building floor plan drawn to a legible scale, which 
shall include, but not be limited to, all hazardous materials storage 
facilities mithin the building and shall indicate rooms, doorways, 
corridors, exits, fire rated assenlblies with their hourly rating, location 
of liquid tight rooms, and evacuation routes. Each hazardous materials 
storage facility shall be identified on the plan with the hazard classes and 
quantity range per hazard class or the hazardous materials stored. 

(c) Examination of Documents. 

(i) Plat1 Relliew. The Building Official shall examine or cause to be exanlined 
each application for a permit and the accompanying documents, consisting of 
drawings, specifications, computations, and additional data, and shall 
ascertain by such examinations whether the construction indicated and 
described is in accordance \vith the requirements of the construction codes and 
all other pertinent laws or ordinances. 

(ii) Afldar~its. The Building Official may accept a sworn affidarit from a registered 
architect or engmeer stating that the plans submitted conform to the construction 
codes. For buildings and structures the affidarit shall state that the plans 
confornl to the la\vs as to egress, type of construction, and general arrangeinent 
and if accompanied by dra\vings showing the structural design, and by a 
statenlent that the plans and design confornl to the requirements of the 
construction codes as to suength, stresses, strains, loads, and stability. The Building 
Official may without any examination or inspection accept such affidarit, 
provided the architect or engineer who made such affidavit agrees to submit to the 
Building Official, copies of inspection reports as inspections are performed and 
upon completion of the structure, electrical, gas, n~ecl~anical, or plumbing 
systems a certification that the structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or 
plunlbing system has been erected in accordance wvith the requirenlents of the 
construction codes. Where the Building Official relies upon such affidavit, the 
architect or engineer shall assume full responsibility for the compliance mith all 
provisions of the construction codes and other pertinent laws or ordinances. 



(d) Issuing Permits. 

(i) Acfiotr on Permits. The Building Official shall act upon an application for a permit 
without unreasonable or unnecessq delay. If the Building Official is satisfied that 
the work described in an application for a permit and the contract documents filed 
therewith conform to the requirements of the construction codes and other 
pertinent laws and ordinances, he shall issue a permit to the applicant. 

(ii) Refusal to Is~zie Pemit. If the application for a peimit and the accompanying contcact 
documents describing the work do not conform to the requirements of the 
construction codes or other pertinent laws or ordinances, the Building Official 
shall not issue a permit, but shall retuvn the contract documents to the applicant 
with his refusal to issue such permit. Such refusal shall, when requested, be in 
writing and shall contain the reason for refusal. 

(iii) SpecialFut~ndation Pemit. When application for permit to erect or enlacge a building 
has been filed and pending issuance of such permit, the Building Official may, 
at his discretion, issue a special permit for the foundation only. The holder of 
such a special permit is proceeding at his own risk and without assurance that a 
permit for the remainder of the work will keh granted nor that corrections will not 
he required in order to meet provisions of the construction codes. 

fiv) Pziblic Right-of-IVq. A permit shall not be given by the Building Official for the 
construction of any building, or for the alteration of any building where said 
buildtng is to be changed and such change will affect the exterior walls, bays, 
balconies, or other appendages or projections fronting on any street, alley, or 
public lane, or for the placing on any lot or premises of any building or structure 
removed from another lot or premises, unless the applicant has made application 
at the office of the Director of Public Works for the lines of the public street on 
which he/she proposes to build, erect, or locate said building; and it shall he the 
duty of the Building Official to see that the street lines are not encroached upon. 

(e) Contractor Responsibilities. It shall be the duty of eve17 contractor who shall make 
contracts for the installation or repaks of buildings, structures, electrical, gas, 
mechanical, sprinkler, or plumbing systems, for which a permit is required, to comply with 
state or local rules and regulations concerning licensing which the applicable governing 
authority may have adopted. In such case that the state requires a contractor to have 
obtained a state license before they are permitted to perform work, the contractor shall 
supply the local government with their license number before receiving a permit for 
work to be performed. 

(f) Conditions of the Permit. 

(i) Pernzit Ittteat. A permit issued shall be construed to be a license to proceed with 
the work and not as authority to violate, cancel, alter, or set aside any of the 
provisions of the construction codes, nor shall issuance of a permit prevent the 



Building Official from thereafter requiting a correction of errors in plans, 
constiuction, or violations of the consuuction codes. Eve~y  pelnut issued shall 
become invalid unless the work authorized by such permit is commenced 
within 180 calendar days after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such pernut 
is suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 calendar days after the time the 
worked is commenced. One or more extensions of time, for periods not more 
than 180 calendar days each, may be allowed for the pemut. The extension shall 
be requested in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated. Estensions shall be 
in writing by the Building Official. 

(ii) Penltit Isst~ed 011 Bosis ofnn Afldauit. Whenever a permit is issued in reliance upon an 
affidavit or whenever the work to be covered by a permit involves installation 
under conditions which, in the opinion of the Building Official, are hazardous 
or complex, the Building Official shall require that the architect or engineer who 
signed the affidavit or prepared tlle dra~vings or conlputations shall supervise 
such work. In addition, they shall be responsible for conformity with the 
permit, provide copies of inspection reports as inspections are performed, and 
upon conlpletion make and file with the Building Official written affidavit that the 
work has been done in confornuty with the revie\ved plans and with the structural 
provisions of the construction codes. In the event such architect or engineer is 
not available, the owner shall enlploy in his place, a competent person or agency 
whose qualifications are reviewed by the Building Official. 

(iii) Plo~~s.  When the Building Official issues a permit, he/she shall enforce, in writing 
or by stamp, both sets of plans "reviewed for code compliance." One set of 
drawings so reviewed shall be retained by the Building Official and the other set 
shall be returned to the applicant. The permitted drawings shall be kept at  the 
site of work and shall be open to inspection by the Building Official or his/her 
authorized representative. 

(g) Fees. 

(i) Prescribed Fees. A petnlit shall not be issued until the fees prescribed by the 
governing body have been paid. Nor shall an amendment to a permit be 
released until the additional fee, if any, due to an increase in the estimated cost of 
the building, structure, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, or gas systems, etc, has 
been paid. 

(ii) IYork Co/~~~ne~zciicg Befort! Permit Isst~ni~ce. Any person who cotnnlences any work on a 
building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing, etc. system before 
obtaining the necessary permits, shall be subject to a penalty of 100 percent of the 
usual permit fee in addition to the required permit fees. 

(iii) Accot~~~titlg. The Building Official shall keep a permanent and accurate accounting of 
all pel-mit fees and other money collected, the names of all persons upon whose 



account the same was paid, along with the date and amount thereof. 

(iv) Schedsle ofPermit Fm. On all buildings, structures, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, 
and gas systems or alterations requiring a permit, a fee for each permit shall be 
paid as required at the time of filing application, in accordance with the fee 
schedules as set by the governing body. 

. . . ~ 

. . .  
( 7 )  Bwildng Pernit Vabiations. 

b v a l u a t i o n s  will be based on current ICC 'building duatiwns for the size . . 
and type of construction unless . .. .. . . , 

(h) Inspections. 

(i) Existing Bwilding It~spections. Before issuing a permit the Building Official may 
examine or cause to be examined any building, electrical, gas, mechanical, or 
plumbing systems for which an application has been received for a permit to 
enlarge, alter, repaif, move, demolish, install, or change the occupancy. He shall 
inspect all buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing 
systems, from time to time, during and upon completion of the work for which a 
permit was issued. He shall make a recold of every such examination and 
inspection and of all violations of the construction codes. 

(u) Manufa~tunrs aad Fabricators. When deemed necessary by the Building Official he 
shall make, or cause to be made, an inspection of materials or assemblies at the 
point of manufacture or fabrication. A record shall be made of eve17 such 
examination and inspection and of all violations of the consuvction codes. 

(iii) Inspecti011 Seruice. The Building Official may make, or cause to be made, the 
inspections required by subsection (vi), hereinbebow. He/she may accept reports of 
inspectors of recognized inspection senices provided that after investigation 
he/she is satisfied as to their qualifications and reliability. A certificate called for by 
any provision of the construction codes shall not be based on such reports unless 
the same are in writing and certified by a responsible officer of such service. 

(iv) I~tspections Prior to I s ~ ~ a t ~ c e  o f  Cer~&cate o f  Ocnrpamy or Compktio~l. The Building 
Official shall inspect or cause to be inspected at various intei~rals all 
construction or work for which a permit is required, and a final inspection shall be 
made of every building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system 
upon completion, prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy or 
completion. 



(v) P o d n g  ofPermit. Work requiring a permit shall not commence until the permit 
holder or his/her agent posts the permit card in a conspicuous place on the 
premises. The permit shall be protected from the weather and located in such 
position as to permit the Building Official or representative to conveniently 
make the required entries thereon. This permit card shall be maintained in such 
position by the permit holder until the certificate of occupancy or completion is 
issued by the Building Official. 

(vi) Repired In$~cfiont, The Building Official upon notification hom the permit holder or 
his agent shall make the following inspections and such other inspections as 
necessary, and shall either release that portion of the construction or shall 
notify the permit holder oi. his agent of any violations which must be corrected in 
order to comply with the technical code: 

(A) Building, 

L F o r r r a h t i o n  Insp~di'tc To be made after trenches are excavated and 
forms erected and any required reinforcing in place and secured 
prior to placement of concrete. A site plan or s&o swex  
pre~ared and sealed bv ar ' - be 
submitted at the time of the res idenaal ' footing m slab in s pecdo numi 
p r i o r t h e -  A ' - f  
property lines. Setbacks shall cornpip with all minimum zoning 
ordmance reawements and/or 1 ed variances.: 

2 Slab In@ectinn: To be made before slab concrete is p d  in on anp 
slab on made foundations. if r+ed 

43 ) Dofpmgfi.n~ i~~#ctioo: To be made prior to backfill of fdwn-n 
walls. 

14) Elesidentfdl i?oodi,&irr u ~ ~ e ~ t k ~ s .  For eoemctron o ' .  d t t e d  in areas 
prone to floadine as established bv Table R301.2(1\ of &e 
Intemationd Rkidentid Buildhe Code. upon olacemetit df the 
lowest .floor. indudin0 basement. and mior to &her vertical . . 
construction. the b&hw offtrial shall re- suhmissh of a 
Eertification of the el6vadon of the l w s t  floor. including basement, 
p r epad  ba a repiatered professional eneineer or land survevor. as. 
required in Section R324 of the International Residential Budding 
Chki 

R(5) RoafFe/t arid Sheulthitg Ifi@ec#ik~fi To be preformed after roof felt is 
installed and prior to cover in^ exterior wall sheathin@ with felt 
paper. house wrap or s i d k  

&16',Fmme Itl@~ttlon: To be made after the roof, masonry, all framing, 
blodriag, fire-stopping, draft-stopping and bracing 



are in place, and after the plumbing, mechanical and electrical rough 
inspections are approved. 

@j=Fit~aI Inspection: To be made after the building is completed and ready 
for occupancy. 

(Ei) Electrical. 

( f j  U~~detgmnnd Inspection: To be made after trenches or ditches are 
excavated, conduit or cable installed, and before any backfill is 
put in place. 

(2) Rorrgh-In InJpectiott: To be made after the distribution panel is in 
place and all electrical conductors and associated device boxes are 
installed and prior to crnwting or concealment or the installation of 
fixtures, wall or ceiling membranes. 

(3) Temporay Power Inspection: Tempora~y approval for connection to 
the utility can be granted prior to completion. This temporaiy 
connection is only valid for a period not to exceed 90 days. 

(4) Final Inspectio~~: To be made after the building is complete, all required 
electrical fixtures are in place and properly connected or protected, 
and the structure is ready for occupancy. 

(C) Plumbing. 

(1) Unde~mnird Inspection: To be made after trenches or &tches are 
excavated, piping installed, and before any backfill is put in place. 

(2) Ro#gh-I,r Iitspectioi~: To be made after the water distribution nioe 
and all soil, waste, and vent piping is complete, and prior to this 
installation of wall or ceiling membranes or concealment of any 
plumbing materials. 

(3) Final Inspection: To be made after the budding is complete, all 
plumbing fuitu'es are in place and properly connected, and the 
structure is ready for occupancy. 

(4) Note: See Section 312 of the International Plumbing Code for 
required tests. 

) Mechanical. 

Undetgro14nd Itr~ecfiovt: To be made after trenches or ditches are 
excavated, underground duct and fuel piping installed, and before 
any backfill is put in place. 



(2) Rough-In Inspecfim/: To be made after the roof and all ducting, and 
orher concealed components are complete, and prior to the 
installation of wall or ceiling membranes. No mechanical 
equipment or ductwork is allowed to be installed in any building 
that is not adequately sealed from the weather. Any ductwork or 
equipment contaminated by storm water must be replaced to 
prevent a potential mold issue or health hazard (as recommended 
by the DCA Mold Task Force). 

(3) Final InJpeeti~n: To be made after the building is complete, the 
mechanical system is in place and properly connected, operational 
and the structure is ready for occupancy. 

Q 

( I )  Rough Pipircg IttJpection: To be made after all new piping authorized 
by the permit has been installed, and before any such piping has 
been covered or concealed or any fixtures or gas appliances have 
been connected. 

(2) Temjoruy Gas Cotrtfection: To be made after all piping authorized by 
the permit has been installed and after all portions which are to be 
concealed by plastering or othenvise have been so concealed, and 
inspected. .behenq+4t kast one fixture4 or gas appliancr 
inslalled aad cann , . . .  . ,  ovidc a d ~ u a t e  ecred to or means to t~ 

svstk;- ... , .  . . This inspection shall include a 
.dssure test. 

(3) Final Itqbecfion: To be made on all new gas work authorized by the 
permit and such portions of existing systems as may be affected by 
new work or any changes in order to insure compliance with all 
rhe requirements of the construction codes and to assure that the 
installation and consauction of the gas system is in accordance 
with reviewed plans 

(F) Energy. 

( I )  Ittsztfation Inspection: To be made after all rough inspections are 
complete and approved and before exterior wall insulation is 
concealed by wall board to check installation of theexterior 
&insulation envelope, and to inspect that all holes and cracks 
&tough the structure envelope have been sealed in an 
appropriate nlanner as to restrict air passage. 



(2) Final Ir~speciiut~: To be made after the building is completed and 
ready for occupancy. To verify installation and R-value of ceiling and 
floor insulation. To verify correct SEER ratings on appliances. 
Vui&cstion of c o t n ~ c c  with *te amendmaits f6t the euw 
$ode in r d s  to s w ~ c e  crrdficates +ere 

p~phahh arr~nerly _a=& 

InJaeElYars. It the duty o f  the. haldcr of rhc pcwit er their .duly . ' .. . ~ . 
ed aaeat to no* the . b u h h  . . offind , when WQ&& . tima$ . . Em . I I I ~  

shall be the dw of  the p d  haldet to provide .. . s fot 
... . .. . . 

e & a ~ s . h t  arc zeamcd - bu . . thls clrratu - .. 

-Wiifftt Release, Work shall not be done on any part of a building, structure. electrical, 
gas, mechanical, or plumbing system beyond the point indicated in each successive 
inspection u7ithout first obtaining a written release from the Building Official. Such 
written release shall be given only after an inspection has been made of each 
successive step in the construction or installation as indicated by each of the 
foregoing three inspections. 

(ix) Re-ir~.rpctiotr fee. Re-insoection fees shall be requited in accordance with the fee 
schedule as adooted by the eovernine authoritv when ~vork veriormed is required to 
be re-insoected due to the follo\vin~ reasons: ---- 

(I) The re-inspection is not avvroved due to a failure to 
correct a previously noted code violation on a vrior 
insvection 
(2) The job is not ready for insoection when an insvection is 
requested and oerformed; 
(3)The building or structure is not accessible and insoection 
cannot be oerformed 
(4) Work to be insoected bas been covered or concealed and 
proper insoection cannot be oerformed 
(5)Prior issuance of a stoo work order requires re-insoection 

k+&Reigotri~g Steel, Strnctttral Fmmes, Ittsuiafion, Plumbitg Mechanical, or Electrica/ Qsten~s. 
Reinforcing steel, structural frame, insulation, plumbing, work of any part of any 
building or structure shall not be covered or concealed without first obtaining a 
release ftom the Building Official. 

(xi) Plaster Fire Protecfiotr. In all buildings where plaster is used for fire protection 
purposes, the pemut holder or his agent shall notify the Building Official after all 
lathing and backing is in place. Plaster shall not be applied until the release from 
the Building Official has been received. 

(i) Fire Baker Iti.pection. Where fire resistance rated construction is required behveen 
dwelling units, between various occupancies or due to location on property, the 
building official shall require an inspection after all wallboard is installed but 
prior to joints and fasteners are taped and finished. Multiple layers shall be 



inspected individually. 

(i) Certificates. 

(i) Certificate of Occupancy. 

(A) BuiMing Omgntty. A new building s h d  not he occupied or a change made in 
the occupancy, nature, or use of a building or part of a building until 
after the Building Official has issued a certificate of occupancy. Said 
certificate shall not be issued until all required electrical, gas, mechanical, 
plumbing, and fire protection systems have been inspected for compliance 
with the construction codes and other applicable laws and ordinances and 
released by the Building Official. 

) Isming Cm'$cate of Occupany. Upon satisfactory completion of construction 
of a building or structure and installation of electrical, gas, mechanical, 
and plumbing systems in accordance with the construction codes, 
reviewed plans and specifications, and after the final inspection, the 
Building Official shall issue a certificate of occupancy stating the natwe 
of the occupancy permitted, the number of persons for each floor when 
limited by law, and the allowable load per square foot fot each floor in 
accordance with the ppno~4sions of the construction codes. Issuance of 8 
er ' te o oc c c a  

vi 3 la ' of . . . .  ces of the 
~uris.~cuon. Certificates p t e s d e  to authoritv to violate or cancel the 
provisions, of tbis d e  or othed ordinances of th . . . , .  

e tutl&on shall not be 
vaiid. 



=Existing BuiMig Certgeate $Oca@any. A certificate of occupancy far 
any existing building may be obtained by applying to the Building 
Official and supplying the information and data necessary to 
determine compliance with the construction codes for the 
occupancy intended. Where necessary, in the opinion of the 
Building Official, two sets of detailed hawings, or a general 
inspection, or both, may be required. When, upon examination and 
inspection, it is found that the building conforms to the 
provisions of the construction codes and other applicable laws 
and ordinances for such occupancy, a certificate of occupancy shall 
be issued. 

eiE. 
. . 

e f l 4  sustlend or r , oke 
centficate d, ocwancy issued under the provisions of this code 
wherever the cerrificate is issued in errot or on the basis of incorrect 
information s u a ~ i e d  or where it is deteunined that the b&e or . . .  
gtuchxe or  don thereof is m wolation of any ordinance of any 
oiclinance or rermlation or anv of the provisions of this code. 

e ( i i )  Certificate of Completion. Upon satisfactory completion of a 
building, structure, electtical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system, a certificate 
of completion may be issued. This certificate is proof that a stnrctute or system is 
complete and for certain types of permits is released for use and may be 

fi t3aService Utilities. 



(A) Coa/~ectioi~ of Serrice Utilities. No person shall make connections from a 
utility, source of energy, fuel, or power to any building or system which is 
regulated by the consuuction codes for which a pelnut is required, until 
released by the Building Official and a certificate of occupancy or 
conlpletion is issued. 

) Ternporn91 Corzilectiot~. The Building Official may authorize the temporal7 
connection of the building or system to the utility source of energy, fuel, or 
power for the purpose of testing building service systems or for use 
under a temporal7 certificate of occupancy. This temporaqr connection 
is only valid for a period not to exceed 90 calendar days. 

(C) Aitthoi-ity to Discot~mect Se171ice Ut2itie.r. The Building Official shall have the 
power to authorize disconnection of utility se i~ ice  to the building, 
structure, or system regulated by the construction codes, in case of 
emergency where necessary to eliminate an immediate hazard to life or 
property. The Building Official shall notify the serving utility, and 
whenever possible the o\vner and occupant of the building, structure, or 
service system of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such action. 
If not notified prior to disconnecting, the oxvner or occupant of the 
building, structure, or selvice system shall be notified in writing, as soon 
as practical thereafter. 

(j) Posting Floor Loads. 
I 

I (i) Occ~$aizy. An existing or new building shall not he occupied for any-purpose, 
which will cause the floors thereof to be loaded beyond their safe-capacity. The 
Building Official nlay permit occupancy of a building for mercantile, conlmercial, 
or industtial pulposes, by a specific business, when he is satisfied that such 
capacity will not thereby be exceeded. 

) Stortrge dnd Ftrctogj-I/~clrlst,ial Occ~$ai~cies. It shall be the responsibility of-the owner, 
agent, proprietor, or occupant of Group S and Group F occupancies, or any 
occupancy where excessive floor loading is likely to occur, to employ a 
competent architect or engineer in conlputing the safe load capacity. All such 
computations shall be accompanied by a stamped and signed affidavit from the 
architect or engineer stating the safe allowable floor load on each floor in 
pounds per square foot uniformly diseibuted. The conlputations and affidavit 
shall be filed as a permanent record of the Building Department. 

(iii) Sigtls Reqrlired. In every building or part of a building used for storage, industtial, 
or hazardous purposes, the safe floor loads, as reviewed by the Building Official 
on the plan, shall be marked on plates or approved design which shall be supplied 
and securely affaed by the owner of the building in a conspicuous place in each 
st017 to ~vhich they relate. Such plates shall not be removed or defaced, and if lost, 
removed or defaced, shall be replaced by the o\vner of the building. 



Section 8: Tests. 

The Building Official may require tests or test reports as proof of compliance. Required tests are 
to be made at the expense of the owner or his/her agent, by an approved testing laboratory 
or other approved agency. 

Secfioti 9: Construction Board of Adjustment and Appeals. 

(a) Appointment. The Council shall establish a hoard to be called the "Conswuction 
Board of Adjustment and Appeals." Members shall be nominated by the Mayor and 
approved by the Council. 

(b) Membership and Terms. 

(i) The Board shall be comprised of not less than three and not more than five 
persons. Each member shall serve a term of 4 pears and may serve consecutive 
terms. 

(ii) Quorum and Voting. A simple majority of the Board shall constitute a 
quoruni. In varying any provision of the construction codes, the affirmative 
votes of the majority present shall be required. In modifying a decision of the 
Building Official, not less than two affirmative votes shall be required. In the 
event that regular members are unable to attend a meeting, the alternate 
members, if appointed, shall vote. 

(iii) Secretaiy of the Board. The Building Official shall appoint a secretary fot the 
Board and shall make a detailed record of all its proceedings, which shall set forth 
the reasons for its decision, the vote of each member, the absence of a member, 
and any failure of a member to vote. 

(iv) As provided 
qualifcations for Board members. 

the Council shall establish 

(c) Powers. The Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall have the power, as 
fmthet defined in subsection (d) herein below, to hear the appeals of decisions and 
interpretations of the Building Official and consider variances of the construction 
codes. 

(d) Appeals. 

(I) Derision oftbe BtliIding OBciaL The owner of a building, structure, or service system, 
or his duly authorized agent, may appeal a decision of the Building Official to the 
Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals whenever any one of the 
following conditions are claimed to exist: 

(A) The Building Official rejected or refused to approve the mode or 
manner of construction proposed to be followed or materials to be used 



in the installation or altetation of a building, structure or service system. 

(B) The provisions of the construction codes do not apply to this specific case. 

(C) That an equally good or more desirable form of installation can be employed 
in any specific case. 

@) The true intent and meaning of the construction codes or any of the 
regulations wader have been misconstrued or incorrectly 
interpreted. 

(ii) Varia~~ces. The Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals, when so appealed 
to and after a hearing, may vaiy the application of any provision of the 
construction codes to any particular case when, in its opinion, the enforcement 
thereof would do manifest injustice and would he contrary to the spirit and 
purpose of this or the constmction codes or public interest, and also finds all of 
the following: 

(A) That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the 
building, sttucture, or senrice system involved and which are not applicable to 
others. 

(B) That the special conditions and circumstances do not result from the action 
or inaction of the applicant. 

(C) That granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any 
special privilege that is denied by the construction codes to other buildings, 
structures, or senrice system. 

) That the variance gmnted is the minimum variance that will made possible 
the reasonable use of the building, structure, or senrice system. 

Q That the grant of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and 
purpose of the construction codes and will not be detrimental to the 
public health, safety, and general welfare. 

In gmting the variance, the Board may prescribe a reasonable time limit within 
which the action for which the variance is requited shall be commenced or 
completed or both. In addition, the Board may prescribe appropriate conditions 
and safeguards in conformity with the construction codes. T7iolation of the 
conditions of a variance shall be deemed a violation of the construction codes. 

(iii) Notice of Appeal Notice of appeal shall be in writing and filed within 30 
calendar days after the Building Official renders the decision. Appeals shall be in a 
form acceptable to the Building Official. 



(iv) Uilsafe or Da~igerarcs Bnifdii~gs or Service Syste/zs. In the case of a building, structure, or 
s e i~ ice  system, mluch, in the opinion of the Building Official, is unsafe, unsanitaq, 
or dangerous, the Building Official may, in his order, limit the time for such notice 
of appeals to a shorter period. 

(e) Rules and Regulations. 

(i) Establishme~ct. The Board shall establish rules and regulations for its own 
procedure not inconsistent with the pro~risions of these procedures. The Board shall 
meet on call of the chaitman. The Board shall meet mithin 30 calendar days after 
notice of appeal has been received. 

(ii) Decisioils. The Construction Board of Adjustments and Appeals shall, in every 
case, reach a decision \vithout unreasonable or unnecessaq delay. Each decision of 
the Board shall also include the reasons for the decision. If a decision of the 
Board reverses or modifies a refusal, order, or disallo\vance of the Building 
Official or varies the application of any provision of the construction codes, the 
Building Official shall inln~ediately take action in accordance with such decision. 
Every decision sllall be promptly filed in mriting in the office of the Building 
Official and shall be open to public inspection. A certified copy of the decision 
shall be sent by mail or otherwise to the appellant and a copy shall be kept 
publicly posted in the office of the Building Official for 2 weeks after filing. Every 
decision of the Board shall be final, subject to such remedy as any aggrieved party 
might have at law or in equity. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of the construction codes is for any 
reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of the construction codes. 

Any person, firm, corporation, or agent who shall violate a provision of the construction 
codes, or fail to comply therewith, or with any of the requirements thereof, or who shall 
erect, consuuct, alter, install, demolish, or move any sttucture, electrical, gas, mechanical, or 
plumbing system, or has erected, constructed, altered, repaired, moved or demolished a 
building, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system, in \~iolation of a detailed statement or 
drawing submitted and permitted there under, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Each such person 
shall be considered guilty of a separate offense for each and every day or portion thereof 
during mhich any violation of any of the provisions of the construction codes is committed or 
continued, and upon conviction of any such riolation such person shall be punished within the 
limits and as provided by state lams. 

Article 3: Trenching 



,, 
(a) Excauatioii" means any manmade cavity or depression in the earth's surface, including 

its sides, walls, or faces, formed by earth removal and producing unsupported earth 
conditions as results of the excavation. If installed forms or similar sttuctutes reduce the 
depth to width relationship, an excavation majr become a trench. 

@) "OSHA" means the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, or successor agency. 

,, 
(c) S~@etr~isoyper~o~itie/'' means any person who has the responsibility for layout, oversight, 

superintending, directing, or controlling an excavation or trench. 

(d) "Trejich" is a narrow excavation made below the surface of the ground. In general, the 
depth is greater than the width, but the width of the tt~iich is not greater than 15 feet. 

Section 2: Prohibitioti. 

No individual, partnership, corporation, or other entity of any kind \vhatsoever shall engage in 
any excavation or trenching except in the con~pliance with the provisions of this Article 
and in conlpliance with any applicable laws of the State of Georgia or of the United States or any 
~ules  and regulations of the U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration, or any other state or federal governmental entity or department 
pron~ulgating rules and regulations applicable to excavating and trenching. 

All safety and health regulations adopted by OSHA with regard to excavating and trenching 
operations, particularly Part 1926, Sub part P-Excavations, Trenching, and Shoring, Section 
1926.650, 1926.651, 1926.652. 1926.653 of the Code of Federal Regulations, as the same now 
exist or may be hereafter amended are adopted as a part of this Article the same as if quoted 
verbatim herein. 

(a) No equipment operator or supetvisoiy personnel shall participate in any excavation or 
trenching or in any may mork in an excavation or trench unless such person holds a 
valid certificate evidencing satisfactoi~ completion of a required educational program on 
safe trench/excavation practices. No other person shall participate in or mork in any 
excavation or trenching site unless a certificate holder is present at the excavation or 
trench site where work is being performed. 

@) In the event any person \vho holds a valid certificate from the City is found to be in 
violation of the safety standards or requirements on any job site, the certificate may be 
revoked after notice and hearing as herein provided. In the event of revocation, the 



certificate may be reinstalled one time upon repeat by the person of the educational 
program required for issuance of the initial certificate. 

Sectio~i 5: Permit Reqz(ired. 

(a) N o  excavation or trenching shall be performed until a permit or authorization for 
same has been obtained from the City. Any applicant xviU be requited to acknowledge 
receipt and understanding of safety requirements before any permit miU be issued. All 
such permits shall be conspicuously posted upon the job site. 

(b) No pernut or authorization shall be issued unless an authorized agent of the applicant 
holds a certificate. 

Section 6: I~i.pectiom. 

The City shall periodicaly inspect trench/excax~ation sites. Such inspectors shall, among other 
things, verify the presence of the requited permit, verify existence of required certificates, and 
rerify compliance to OSHA safety standards herein above adopted. The inspectors map operate 
pursuant to a contract between the City and a third-party entity. 

The City shall periodically inspect trench/excavation sites. Such inspectors shall, among other 
things, verify the presence of the required pernut, verify existence of required certificates, and 
verify compliance to OSHA safety standards herein above adopted. 

Any individual, partnership, coiyoration, or other entity whose pem~it  has been suspended or 
revoked may appeal in a manner consistent with this Chapter. 

Article 4: Miscellaneous Provisions. 

(a) Every person, \vhether owner, tenant, agent, or employee owning, holding, or 
occupying property in the City shall, at all times, maintain the property, whetl~er a 
vacant lot or other~vise, in a clean and sanitary condition, keeping all weeds cut, 
wastepaper, trash and other rubbish of every sort cleaned off of the property. Said 
duty to maintain property in a clean and sanitary condition shall include the duty to cut 
and remove undergrowth, such as kudzu, briars, meeds in excess of 24 inches in height, 
honeysuckle, other vines and seedlings, whenever such undergrowth becomes a nuisance 
to persons residing in the area or operating businesses in the area. If such undergro~vth 
exists upon an unit~lproved lot, the Community Development Director may reduce the 
extent to which the property must he maintained in such condition, provided there 



are no imminent threats to public health and safety. 

(b) It shall he the duty of the Community Development Director or a designee thereof to 
give 5 days written notice, by certified mail, return receipt requested, and take 
reasonable steps to deliver in person to any owner of property or  other person 
violating this section to appear before the City Council to shorn cause why these 
provisions have not been complied with. In addition, the Community Development 
Director or a designee shall immediately post a notification upon the property in 
violation of this section in order to provide visual notification to property owners for a 
period of 5 consecutive days. 

(i) In lieu of inability to contact owners in other manners prescribed above, posted 
notice shall serve as the official notice for the City Council hearing on this matter. 

(ii) After a hearing, if it is deemed by the Council that this section has not been complied 
xvith, such owner or other person shall be given 5 days to comply and if he/she 
fails or refuses to do so, the Public Works Director shall thereupon cause the 
work to be done. 

(E) For purposes of giving the notice to the owner of the property, as provided for 
herein, the person shown as the owner of said property on the ad valorem tax 
records of the City shall be sent such notice at the address shown thereon, 
unless the City receives actual notice that another person owns said property that 
owner shall be responsible for said violation. 

(iv) The Council may, by majority vote, refer any and all cases described in this 
section to the Alunicipal Coutt, and all hearings heretofore described as being 
before the Council may be before the Municipal Court if the Council decides. 

(c) \Vhen the Public Works Director has caused meeds to be cut from any premises, or 
wastepaper, trash, or other rubbish removed, a notice shall be prepared assessing the 
cost of the cutting of those meeds, cleaning and rendering sanitaq such vacant lot or 
other property against the o\xTner, tenant, agent, or employee owning, occupying, or 
controlling the property. The cost of such action shall be a debtor lien upon the 
property so cleaned and rendered sanitaq and a debt against the owner, tenant, agent, or 
other party in charge of the property. The debtor lien shall date from the completion 
of the work on the property as declared under City Council ordinance. 

(d) A written statement shall be furnished by the City Clerk to the owner, agent, or other 
party in charge of the property subject to the assessment provided for herein sho\ving the 
amount of the assessment. It shall be the duty of the owner, agent, or other party in 
charge of the property subject to the assessnlent to pay the City within 30 days after 
the receipt of the statement the entire amount of the assessment against the property 
and the owner, tenant, agent, or other party in charge of the property. 

(e) Any owner, tenant, agent, or other party in control of property subject to assessment as 



provided herein who fails or refuses to pay to the City the amount of such assessment 
at the expiration of 30 days after the service of the notice of statement provided above, 
the City Clerk shall issue an execution bearing date of its issuance in the name of the 
Mayor of the City and specifping the putpose for which it is issued against the owner, 
tenant, agent, or other party in control of the property subject to the assessment and also 
against the property of the owner, tenant, agent, or other party in control of the property 
upon which the work in question is performed. The execution shall assert and be a lien 
against the property from the day of the completion of the performance of the work 
hereinbefore described and shall bear interest at the rate of I percent per month from the 
date on which it is issued. For the purposes of this section, any period of less than 1 
month shall be considered to be 1 month. 

(9 The execution issued under these provisions shall be delivered to the Chief of Police or a 
designee thereof who shall execute the same by lexying upon and selling the property 
described therein or so much thereof as &lay be necessaiy for the amount due the City 
from the doing of such work, together with all costs that may accrue thereon. The law 
applicable to the sales under other executions issued by this City shall apply to the lay, 
notice, advertisement and sale made under the execution, and the le~ying officer shall 
have authority to execute a deed to the purchaser when the property is sold and shall 
deliver the possession thereof to the purchaser within the time required by law as under 
tax executions. 

Section 2: Fire Li?nit$, 

The fire limits of the City for purposes of the building code shall be the same as is provided in 
this Code. 

Section 3;App4ca~ion ofthe IntematimalFie Code 

Per the Georgia Amendment, the International Fire Code shall apply to all existing 
buildings and subjects all existing buildings to a periodic inspestion for compliance with the 
adopted fire code. The Georgia Amendment to the International Fire Code, designated as Section 
101.3 (Purpose and Intent) of the Code is hexeby adopted by reference. 

I 






