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City of Dunwoody, Georgia Mayor & City Council February 8, 2010 

MEMORANDUM 
Date: February 8, 2010 

Subject: Text Amendment to §5A-18(b)(2)(B) and §5D-16(b) of the Zoning Ordinance 

 

The Dunwoody Mayor & City Council has directed staff to review the current Zoning 
Ordinance as it relates to the size of text on the public notice signs and the size of the signs 
themselves outlined in the Notice of Public Hearing, Chapter 27, Article 5, Sections 5A-18(b)(2)(B) 
and 5D-16(b) of the City Zoning Ordinance. 

Specifically, staff has been asked to investigate changes that may be made to the lettering size 
requirement to produce signs closer to 12 square feet in area.  Staff has experimented with various 
text sizes to determine the ideal size specifications for a sign of this size.  It has been determined 
that a smaller minimum size requirement for text lettering would be most appropriate to produce 
signs that are 12 square feet. 

Staff requests careful consideration of the ability to use varying text size when passing a text 
and sign size requirement.  The proposed text size minimum would allow most signs to be produced 
at 12 square feet, with the ability to use a larger size text for verbiage required by state regulations 
and reduced text size on information staff deems relevant but not required by ordinance.  Staff 
advises that this height be no less than one (1) inch and the sign be no less than 12 square feet so 
that the amended ordinance reads as follows: 

§5A-18 (b)(2)(B): 

Signs shall be double-faced and posted so that the face of the sign is at a right angle to the street to allow the 
signs to be read by the traveling public in both directions. All signs shall be no smaller than twelve (12) 
square feet, in a color designated by the Community Development Director or his/her designee, with printed 
lettering on the signs at least three (3) inches one (1) inch size. 
§5D-16(b): 

Signs of no less than twelve (12) square feet, in a color designated by the Community Development Director 
or his/her designee, shall be posted within the public right-of-way or on the subject property at least thirty 
(30) days before the hearing before the Board. One (1) sign shall be posted for each five hundred (500) feet of 
street frontage or fraction thereof along each street on which the subject property has frontage. Signs shall be 
double-faced and posted so that the face of the sign is at a right angle to the street in order that said signs can 
be read by the traveling public in both directions. The lettering on the signs shall be printed and at least three 
(3) inches one (1) inch in size and the sign shall state the nature of the proposed application and the date, 
time and place of the public hearing before the board; 
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At their regular December meeting, the Community Council heard and discussed the 
item. The Board members discussed the need for smaller text font size so that the size of the 
signs could be produced closer to twelve (12) square feet and so the cost of sign production and 
installation would decrease. Austin Kearney motioned to approve the text amendment as 
presented.  Brian Cosgrove seconded.  The motion was voted and carried (5-0). 

 
At their regular January meeting, the Planning Commission heard and discussed the 

proposal, and their comments centered on the need for a smaller sized sign in our community. 
An added benefit to the reduced size is the cost savings to the applicant for the new signs, 
currently anticipated to be approximately $200 per sign. Bill Grossman motioned to support 
staff’s recommendation, and Paul Player seconded. The motion passed 6-0. 


