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Sec. 1.03. - Powers and construction.

(&)  This city shall have all powers possible for a city to have under the present or future
Constitution and laws of this state as fully and completely as though they were specifically
enumerated in this Act. This city shall have all the powers of self-government not otherwise
prohibited by this Act or by general law.

(b)  The powers of this city shall be construed liberally in favor of the city. The specific mention or

failure to mention particular powers shall not be construed as limiting in any way the powers
of this city. These powers shall include, but not be limited fo, the following:

(1

2

(3

4

®)

Animal regulations. To regulate and license or to prohibit the keeping or running at
large of animals and fowl, and to provide for the impoundment of same if in violation of
any ordinance or lawful order; to provide for the disposition by sale, gift, or humane
destruction of animals and fowl when not redeemed as provided by ordinance; and to
provide punishment for violation of ordinances enacted hereunder;

Appropriations and expenditures. To make appropriations for the support of the
government of the city; to authorize the expenditure of money for any purposes
authorized by this Charter and for any purpose for which a municipality is authorized
by the laws of the State of Georgia; and to provide for the payment of expenses of the
city;

Building regulation. To regulate and to license the erection and construction of
buildings and all other structures; to adopt building, housing, plumbing, electrical, gas,
and heating and air conditioning codes; and to regulate alt housing and building
trades to the extent permitted by general law;

Business regulation and taxation. To levy and to provide for the collection of
regulatory fees and taxes on privileges, occupations, trades, and professions as
authorized by Title 48 of the O.C.G.A. or other such applicable laws as are or may
hereafter be enacted; to permit and regulate the same; to provide for the manner and
method of payment of such regulatory fees and taxes; and to revoke such permits
after due process for failure to pay any city taxes or fees;

Condemnation.

(A)  To condemn property inside the corperate limits of the city for present or future
use and for any public purpose deemed necessary by the city council tilizing
procedures enumerated in Title 22 of the O.C.G.A. or such other applicable
laws as are or may hereafter be enacted;

(B}  The municipality shall have the right fo condemn and cause to be remediated
or removed any building, structure, or existing condition within its corporate
limits that is dangerous o life, limb, or properly, by reasons of decay,
dilapidation, or unsanitary condition. Nothing in this subparagraph shali be
consirued to relieve the municipality of any duty to give owners or interested
persons reasonable notice and opportunity to remedy the situation. Nothing in
this subparagraph shall be construed as relieving the municipality of liability to
any interested person for damages to person or property taken or destroyed in
furtherance of this subparagraph. This subparagraph shail not be construed as
authorizing the doing of any act or thing contrary to the Constitution of this state
and {he policy of the general laws of this state. The municipality shall have
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authority to adopt reasonable ordinances and resolutions for the purpose of
carrying out this subparagraph;
Confracts. To enter into contracts and agreements with other governmental entities
and with private persons, firms, and corporations;

Emergencies. To establish procedures for determining and proclaiming that an
emergency situation exists within or without the city, and to make and carry out all
reasonable provisions deemed necessary to deal with or meet such an emergency for
the protection, safety, health, or well-being of the citizens of the city;

Environmental protection. To protect and preserve the natural resources,
environment, and vital areas of the city, the region, and the state through the
enactment of ordinances that preserve and improve air quality, restore and maintain
water resources, the control of erosion and sedimentation, manage storm water and
establish a storm-water utility, manage solid and hazardous waste, and provide other
necessary or beneficial actions faor the protection of the environment. These
ordinances shali include, without limitation, ordinances that protect, maintain, and
enhance the public health, safety, environment and general welfare and minimize
public and private losses due to flood conditions in flood hazard areas, as well as
protect the beneficial uses of floodplain areas for water quality protection, stream bank
and stream corridor protection, wetlands preservation and ecological and
environmental protection. Such ordinances may: require that users vulnerable to
floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected against flood damage
at the time of initial construction; restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to
health, safety, and property due to flooding or erosion hazards, or which increase
flood heights, velocities, or erosion; control filling, grading, dredging and other
development which may increase flood damage or erosion; prevent or regulate the
construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert flood waters or which may
increase flood hazards to other lands; limit the alteration of natural floodplains, stream
channels, and natural protective barriers which are involved in the accommodation of
flood waters; and protect the storm-water management, water quality, stream bank
protection, stream corridor protection, wetland preservation and ecological functions
of natural floodplain areas;

Ethics. To adopt ethics ordinances and regulations governing such things as, but not
limited to, the conduct of municipal elected officials, appointed officials, contractors,
vendors and employees, establishing procedures for ethics complaints, and setting
forth penalties for violations of such rules and procedures;

Fire reguiations. To fix and establish fire limits and from time to time to extend,
enlarge, or restrict the same; to prescribe fire safety regulations not inconsistent with
general law, relating to both fire prevention and detection and to fire fighting; and to
prescribe penalties and punishment for violations thereof;

Garbage fees. To levy, fix, assess, and collect a garbage, refuse, and trash collection
and disposal and other sanitary service charge, tax, or fee for such services as may
be necessary in the operation of the city from all individuals, firms, and corporations
residing in or doing business therein benefiting from such services; to enforce the
payment of such charges, taxes, or fees; and to provide for the manner and method of
collecting such service charges, taxes, or fees;

General health, safety, and welfare. To define, regulate, and prohibit any act, practice,
conduct, or use of property which is detrimental to health, sanitation, cleanliness,
welfare, and safety of the inhabitants of the city, and to provide for the enforcement of
such standards;
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Gifts. To accept or refuse gifts, donations, bequests, or grants from any scurce for any
purpose related to powers and duties of the city and the general welfare of iis citizens,
on such terms and conditions as the donor or grantor may impose;

Health and sanitation. To prescribe standards of health and sanitation and to provide
for the enforcement of such standards;

Homestead exempfion. To establish and maintain procedures for offering homestead
exemptions to residents of the city and maintaining current hecmestead exemptions of
residents of the city as authorized by Act of the General Assembly;

Jail sentences. To provide that persons given jail sentences in the city's court may
work out such sentences in any public works or on the streets, roads, drains, and
other public property in the city; to provide for commitment of such persons to any jail;
to provide for the use of pretrial diversion and any alternative sentencing allowed by
law; or to provide for commitment of such persons {o any county work camp or county
jail by agreement with the appropriate county officials;

Moftor vehicles. To regulate the operation of motor vehicles and exercise control over
all traffic, including parking upon or across the streets, roads, alleys, and walkways of
the city;

Municipal agencies and delegation of power. To create, alter, or abolish departments,
boards, offices not specified in this Charter, commissions, authorities, and agencies of
the city, and to confer upon such agencies the necessary and appropriate authority for
carrying out all the powers conferred upon or delegated to the same;

Municipal debts. To appropriate and borrow money for the payment of debts of the
city and to issue bonds for the purpose of raising revenue to carry out any project,
program, or venture authorized by this Charter or the laws of the State of Georgia;

Municipal property ownership. To acquire, dispose of, lease, and hold in trust or
otherwise any real, personal, or mixed property, in fee simple or lesser interest, inside
or outside the property limits of the city;

Municipal property protection. To provide for the preservation and protection of
property and equipment of the city and the administration and use of same by the
public; and to prescribe penalties and punishment for violations thereof;,

Municipal utilities. To acquire, lease, construct, operate, maintain, sell, and dispose of
public utilities, including but nof limited to a system of waterworks, sewers and drains,
sewage disposal, storm-water management, gasworks, electricity generating plants,
cable television and other telecommunications, transportation facilities, public airports,
and any other public utility; to fix the taxes, charges, rates, fares, fees, assessments,
regulations, and penalties; and to provide for the withdrawal of service for refusal or
failure to pay the same;

Nuisance. To define a nuisance and provide for its abatement whether on public or
private properiy;

Penailties. To provide penalties for violation of any ordinances adopted pursuant fo the
authority of this Charter and the laws of the State of Georgia;

Planning and zoning. To provide comprehensive city planning for city land use,
signage and outside advertising, and development by zoning; and to provide
subdivision regutation and the like as the city council deems necessary and
reasonable to ensure a safe, healthy, and aesthetically pleasing community;

Police and fire protection. To exercise the power of arrest through duly appointed

police officers, and to establish, operate, or confract for a police and a fire-fighting
agency;
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Public hazards; removal. To provide for the destruction and removal of any building or
other structure that is or may become dangerous or detrimental to the public;

Public improvements. To provide for the acquisition, construction, building, operation,
maintenance, or abolition of public ways, parks and playgrounds, recreational
facilities, cemeteries, public buildings, libraries, public housing, parking facilities, and
charitable, cultural, educational, recreational, conservation, sport, detentional, penal,
and medical institutions, agencies, and facilities; to provide any other public
improvements inside the corporate limits of the city and fo regulate the use of public
improvements; and for such purposes, property may be acquired by condemnation
under Title 22 of the O.C.G.A. or such other applicable laws as are or may hereafter
be enacted;

Public peace. To provide for the prevention and punishment of Imtermg, disorderly
conduct, drunkenness, riots, and public disturbances;

Public transporiation. To organize and operate such public fransportation systems as
are deemed beneficial;

Public utilities and services. To grant franchises or make contracts for, or impose
taxes on, public utilities and public service companies; and to prescribe the rates,
fares, regulations, and standards and conditions of service applicable to the service to
be provided by the franchise grantee or contractor, insofar as not in conflict with valid
regulations of the Public Service Commission;

Regulation of roadside areas. To prohibit or regulate and contro! the erection,
removal, and maintenance of signs, billboards, trees, shrubs, fences, buildings, and
any and all other structures or obstructions upon or adjacent to the rights-of-way of
streets and roads or within view thereof, within or abutting the corporate limits of the
city; and to prescribe penalties and punishment for violation of such ordinances;

Employee benefifs. To provide and maintain a retirement plan, insurance, and such
other employee benefits for appointed officers and employees of the city, as are
determined by the city council;

Roadways. To lay oui, open, extend, widen, narrow, establish or change the grade of,
abandon or close, construct, pave, curb, gutter, adorn with shade trees, or ofherwise
improve, maintain, repair, clean, prevent erosion of, and light the roads, alleys, and
walkways within the corporate limits of the city; to grant franchises and rights-of-way
throughout the streets and roads and over the bridges and viaducts for the use of
public utilities; and to require real estate owners to repair and maintain in a safe
condition the sidewalks adjoining their lots or lands and to impose penalties for failure
to do so;

Solid waste disposal. To provide for the collection and disposal of garbage, rubbish,
and refuse and to regulate the collection and disposal of garbage, rubbish, and refuse
by others; and to provide for the separate collection of glass, tin, aluminum,
cardboard, paper, and other recyclable materials and to provide for the sale of such
items;

Special assessments. To levy and provide for the collection of special assessments to
cover the cosis for any public improvements, subject to referendum;

Taxes; ad valorem. To levy and provide for the assessment, valuation, revaluation,

and collection of taxes on all property subject to taxation; provided, however, that:

(A)  The millage rate imposed for ad valorem taxes on real property shall not
exceed_3.04 unless a higher limit is recommended by resolution of the city
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council and approved by a majority of the qualified voters of the City of
Punwoody voting on the issue;

(B)  For all years, the fair market value of all property subject to taxation shall be
determined according to the tax digest of DeKalb County, as provided in Code
Section 48-5-352 of the O.C.G.A.; and

Taxes: other. To levy and collect such other taxes and fees as may be allowed now or
in the future by law;

Taxicabs. To regulate and license vehicles operated for hire in the city; to limit the
number of such vehicles; to require the operators thereof to be licensed; to require
public liability insurance on such vehicles in the amounts to be prescribed by
ordinance; to inspect said vehicles and mandate standards of safety and cleanliness;
and to regulate the parking of such vehicles;

Tourism, conventions, and frade shows. To provide for the structure, operation, or
management of the Dunwoody Convention and Visitors Bureau created pursuant to

Section 1.05 of this Charter and to authorize the City of Dunwoody to contract with

private sector nonprofit organizations or other governmental agencies te promote
fourism, conventions, and trade shows;

Urban redevelopment. To crganize and operate an urban redevelopment program,;
and

Other powers. To exercise and enjoy all other powers, functions, rights, privileges,
and immunities necessary or desirable to promote or protect the safety, health, peace,
security, good order, comfort, convenience, or general welfare of the city and its
inhabitants; to exercise all implied powers necessary or desirable to carry into
execution all powers granted in this Charter as fully and completely as if such powers
were fully stated herein; and to exercise all powers now or in the future authorized to
be exercised by other municipal governments under other laws of the State of
Georgia; and any listing of particular powers in this Charter shall not be held to be
exclusive of others or restrictive of general words and phrases granting powers, but
shall be held to be in addition to such powers unless expressly prohibited to
municipalities under the Constitution or applicable laws of the State of Georgia.
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