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Smart people - Smart city dunwoodyga.gov

MEMORANDUM
To: Mayor and City Council
From: Brent Walker, Parks and Recreation Director
Date: March 13, 2017
Subject: Presentation by Dunwoody Preservation Trust

ITEM DESCRIPTION

City staff and the Dunwoody Preservation Trust have worked diligently over the past year to
make marketable improvements to the Donaldson Bannister Farm. Through our efforts we
have stabilized the main house and improved the interior and exterior of the facility. We
have also completed the construction of the new park restroom and meeting space and we
will begin the construction of a public parking area and pedestrian access to the park within
the next few weeks.

City Staff and the Dunwoody Preservation Trust have also been working together to develop
a site plan to allow for ADA access to the site amenities and improve the landscaping and
lighting throughout the park. DPT has hosted several open house events over the past few
months to share these plans with the public.

Currently, the DPT is seeking corporate donations to renovate the guest house with the
hopes of having that facility open to the public within the next year.

Our goal is to have the park site open this spring for the public to enjoy. Dunwoody
Preservation Trust is anxious to begin programs to showcase the cultural and historical
significance of this property to Dunwoody Residents.
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Partnering for the Donaldson-Bannister House and
Gardens — a Public Park

Preserving the History and Heritage of
Dunwoody

CH
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Mission Statement

The Dunwoody Preservation Trust’s mission is to identify and save the historic resources and heritage of
Dunwoody, and to create opportunities for community members to interact with and understand our city’s
history in order to bridge generations and strengthen the ties that bind together our city.

Vision
To create the optimal network between our community, public sector and non-profit sector for the promotion
of local historic preservation.
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Overview

DPT was founded in 1995 to save the Cheek-Spruill House.
The house was restored by DPT shortly after and placed on
the National Register of Historic Places. It has since become
an iconic symbol for the City of Dunwoody.
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Donaldson-Bannister
House and Cemetery

e National Register of Historic Places

e Owned by the City of Dunwoody

e A Special Use Public Park

* Public/Private Non-Profit Partnership
e ADA Issues Prevent Public Access
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Donaldson-Bannister
House and Cemetery

Master Plan

2012 DPT commissioned the historic
preservation architectural firm Lord Aeck
Sargent to prepare a Master Plan for the
property.

2013 Master Plan Completed

Estimated Cost of Rehabilitation:
$3,600,000-54,100,000
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Funding

e Fundraisers

— Lemonade Days (a Premier city event in the Spring)
— Apple Cider Days (a Signature city event in the Fall)

e (Grants

 Donations
— Supporters
— In-Kind
— Bequests
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Phase One

2015 - Stabilization of the Main
House

Completed — January 2016

Donaldson-Bannister
Farm Rehabilitation
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Phase Two

Demolition of the
non-historic section
of the barn.

Replace with ADA
public restrooms,
and multipurpose
room.

Donaldson-Bannister
Farm Rehabilitation
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Phase Two

2015 FIP Grant

New structure will
include ADA
restrooms and multi-
purpose room.

Donaldson-Bannister
Farm Rehabilitation
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2016

No FIPP Grant awards in 2016
DPT utilizes existing funds and funds raised through events and fundraisers

Using less than 50% of the city 2016 capital budget earmarked
for Donaldson-Bannister

Using a small portion of the City Parks and Recreation operating budget

Six of the seven structures have undergone exterior rehabilitation
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Window Replacement

21-
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Cellar Door Reconstruction
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Rebuilding the Shop Doors
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Wash House Reconstruction
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Commissary and shop repairs
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The Kitchen Takes Shape
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Outside Kitchen Wall Repairs
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Main House after Painting and Window
Replacement
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House Interior Rehabilitation Plans
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Interior Plans and New Side Porch
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Site Master Plan Commissioned by DPT
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NOTE:

THE DUNWOODY PRESERVATION TRUST WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
COORDINATING ON-SITE INSPECTIONS OF TREES DESIGNATED FOR REMOVAL
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Funds Spent to Date
Planning, Construction
and Rehabilitation

o

@
Personnel
Commitments

Funds Available

Donaldson-Bannister
PARTNERSHIP SUMMARY

Dunwoody Preservation Trust

$110,000 (master plan)
$50,000 (2015 FIPP Grant Commitment)
$32,000 (landscape plan)
$91,000+ 2016 Actual
$18,000+ YTD 2017

Site Rehabilitation Manager
Site Operations Manager

$200,000+ (to be used as matching funds
for grant requests)

City of Dunwoody

$200,000 (stabilization)
$150,000+ (2015 FIP grant)
$40,000+/- 2016 Capital Budget

City Park & Recreation
Department

$60,000 (2016 Budget Balance)
2017 FIPP Grant Funds

Community Partners &
Volunteers

Countless Hours

&
In-Kind Materials

Volunteer Building Committee
Docents
Other Non-Profits

TBD
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Opening the Park

Accessibility

Construction of Walkways, Ramps, Handicap Parking
Main House Interiors and ADA Accessibility

Grounds cleanup, tree trimming and removal
Exterior Lighting

Planting

H



_Sg_

Accessibility means an ADA Restroom in the main house
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ADA Accessibility
means a ramp to
= the house
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ADA Accessibility means a ramp to join eleva

tion changes
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ADA Accessibility means level walkways to join handicapped”
parking, structures and other property elements
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Donaldson-Bannister

Moving Forward

e Site Work & ADA Pathways: To Be Completed

e Gardens and Lighting: To Be Completed
e Main House Interiors: To Be Completed

e Get the Park Open!!
e Caretaker’s Cottage: To Be Completed

H
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Caretaker’s Cottage Funding Plan

DPT is partnering with Berkshire Hathaway Home Services
Fundraising underway

Seeking large corporate sponsors

May include many Dunwoody businesses

CH
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Facility Usage

Public Park
Educational Facility
Meeting Place

Historic Gardens
Public & Private Events
Summer Camps

CH



Activities and Events
Donaldson Bannister Farm — 2017 and beyond
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Special Use Public Park

Centerpiece For The Community
Ease Of Access To The Grounds
Three Acres Within Which To Walk
Historic Buildings

Emotional Connection

CH



Picnics in the Front Meadow

Rocking Chairs on the Porch
of the Barn Addition

CH



Stroll under the Trellis and
Enjoy the Soothing Sound of the Splashing Fountain
in the Background

Walk Through the Gardens
to Enjoy the Cool Shade in the Summer




Main House Function Areas
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The Gardens and Walkways Will Be the
Central Focal Area of the Property
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Great Function Areas

S . In and Around the Barn
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Education - Adults

e Historical Significance Of House And Property

e Monthly Programing In Cooperation With Historical Groups In
Surrounding Areas

e Focus On Adult Community
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Education - Youth

e Field Day Programs For Youth From Metro Schools
e Presentations At Schools
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Other Programing

Apple Cider Days
Farm-to-Table dinners
Backyard Barbecue
Concerts-Music in the Meadow
e classical music

e |ocal artists

e childrens’ concerts
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Other Programing

Wine Tasting

Wine Classes

Beer tasting/festival

Yoga

Farm Animal Day (say once a year)

Seasonal
e Visit with Santa
e Easter Egg Hunt
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Summer Camps

* Tremendous demand for summer camps for young people.
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Dunwoody Preservation Trust appreciates the
opportunity to work with the City of Dunwoody in
preserving our historic properties and heritage. We
are excited about our partnership with the City to
make the Donaldson-Bannister Farm available for
use by our community.

Thank You
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