
MEMORANDUM

To: Mayor and City Council

From: Michael Smith, Public Works Director

Date: December 1, 2025

Subject: Speed Limit Adjustments for Speed Detection Device Permit Renewal

ACTION
Discuss proposed speed limit changes for the city’s speed detection device permit renewal. 

SUMMARY
The city’s permit to enforce speed limits using detection devices such as radar will expire in 
December 2026.  As part of the renewal process the city is required to submit a list of roads 
and corresponding speed limits for approval by the Georgia Department of Transportation 
(GDOT). In accordance with state law, GDOT requires the local jurisdiction to perform an 
engineering and traffic investigation to support proposed changes to established speed limits. 
The factors considered in the engineering study include the roadway environment, roadway 
alignment and grade, sight distance, geographic context, crash history and speed distribution  

The following proposed speed limit changes are supported by recent studies.  

Road From To Current 
Limit

Proposed 
Limit

Ashford Dunwoody Rd I-285 Perimeter Ctr W 45 35
Ashford Dunwoody Rd Perimeter Ctr W Mount Vernon Rd 45 40
Chamblee Dunwoody Rd Womack Rd Roberts Dr 35 30
Crown Pointe Pkwy Perimeter Center W Meadow Lane Rd 35 30
Meadow Lane Rd Crown Pointe Pkwy Perimeter Ctr N Varies 30
Perimeter Center N Ashford Dun. Rd Asbury Square Unlisted 30
Vermack Rd Chamblee Dun. Rd Mount Vernon Rd 35 30
Winters Chapel Rd City Limit City Limit 40 35
Womack Rd Chamblee Dun. Rd Tilly Mill Rd 35 30

At the request of the City Council, Peeler Road east of Tilly Mill was also evaluated by an 
external team and internally. Neither evaluation was able to establish justification for a lower 
speed under current conditions. However, the proposed traffic calming features and multi-
modal improvements planned with the Peeler Road Path should support a 30-mph speed limit 
when completed.  

In addition to the proposed speed limit reductions, the following school zone adjustments are 
recommended:
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 Austin Elementary- Shift school zones south on Chamblee Dunwoody and Roberts to 
reflect new location of school.

 Dunwoody Elementary- Extend the school zone 400 feet west for better visibility 

DETAILS
At the City Council’s direction, Dunwoody Police will submit an updated list of roads to the state 
for approval of the new speed detection permit. The list of roads for the existing permit is 
attached to this agenda item. 

Upon issuance of a new permit, Public Works will change out speed limit signs for roads that 
the state approves for speed limit changes.  Permits are issued for 3 years but may be updated 
at any time. Proposed changes to the list of roads require the signature of the governing 
authority.

Following is the regulatory framework by which the city can set speed limits and conduct 
enforcement using speed detection devices: 

Setting Speed Limits
 The Official Code of Georgia (O.C.G.A.) Section 40-6-181 establishes a maximum 

statutory speed of 55 mph for all roads except divided highways.
 Code Section 40-6-183 allows the city to lower speed limits when it is supported by an 

engineering and traffic investigation but in no case can the limit be lower than 25 mph 
on a public roadway.

 Section 32-6-50 requires the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) to 
promulgate uniform regulations for signs and other traffic control devices and for 
counties and municipalities to conform with those regulations.  

 GDOT has adopted the Federal Highway Administration’s Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD) as the standard for traffic control devices. The MUTCD also 
requires speed limits other than statutory limits to be established based on an 
engineering study.

Speed Detection Device Enforcement
 O.C.G.A. Sections 40-14-2 gives local jurisdictions the authority to conduct speed 

enforcement using detection devices such as radar if a permit is obtained from the 
Georgia Department of Public Safety.

 Section 40-14-3 requires GDOT to approve the speed limits proposed to be enforced 
under the permit.  

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Authorize the Mayor, City Manager, or designee to submit an updated list of roads with the 
proposed speed limit changes for renewal of the city’s speed detection device permit.
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