
To: Mayor and City Council

From: Rachel Waldron
Parks and Recreation Director

Re: Contract Award to Mariani Premier Group for Parks and Right-of-Way Pine Straw 
Installation

Date: February 23, 2026

Action

Approval of a contract with Mariani Premier Group (dba Ed Castro Landscape), for 
installation and maintenance of pine straw and mulch in Parks and Right-of-Way locations. 

Summary

The City solicited competitive bids from qualified contractors for the purchase, 
installation, and maintenance of long needle pine straw for select locations within Parks and city 
Right-of-Way. Mariani Premier Group submitted the lowest annual cost for this scope. 

Details

Pine straw and mulch will be applied twice a year to meet the current aesthetic standard 
across park facilities and right-of-way berms. The City reserves the right to add additional 
locations under this agreement, provided they fall within the city limits and are within the general 
scope of services provided. Locations have been identified as follows:

1. Brook Run Park 
2. Donaldson-Bannister Farm 
3. Dunwoody Cultural Arts Center
4. Georgetown Park 
5. N. Shallowford Annex 
6. Pernoshal Park 
7. Two Bridges Park 
8. Waterford Park 
9. Wildcat Park 
10. Mt. Vernon Berms 
11. North Peachtree Exit 

Company Annual Bid Total
CGS Waterproofing $41,644.40
Georgia Pine Straw $66,164.00

Mariani Premier Group $38,826.00
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This Agreement will be awarded as three (3) one-year contracts with a 12-month option at the 
City’s discretion.

Funding for this project, in a not to exceed amount of $38,826 per year will be allocated from the 
Parks and Public Works Operating Budgets.  

Recommendation

Staff respectfully requests that Council: (1) award a contract to Mariani Premier Group 
for installation and maintenance of pine straw and mulch in Parks and Right-of-Way locations, in 
a not to exceed amount of $38,826 per year; (2) authorize Staff to provide funding for the 
contract; (3) authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents.
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Summary
The City solicited competitive 
bids from qualified contractors 
for the purchase, installation, 
and maintenance of long 
needle pine straw for select 
locations within Parks and city 
Right-of-Way. Mariani Premier 
Group submitted the lowest 
annual cost for this scope. 
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Background/Timeline
• Due to the recurring annual cost of pine straw of over $100,000, Parks 

and Purchasing initiated the development of a formal solicitation. 

• Pine straw and mulch will be applied twice a year to meet the current 
aesthetic standard across park facilities and right-of-way berms. The City 
reserves the right to add additional locations under this agreement, 
provided they fall within the city limits and are within the general scope 
of services provided. Locations have been identified as follows: Brook 
Run Park, Donaldson-Bannister Farm, Dunwoody Cultural Arts Center, 
Georgetown Park, N. Shallowford Annex, Pernoshal Park, Two Bridges 
Park, Waterford Park, Wildcat Park, Mt. Vernon Berms, and North 
Peachtree Exit.
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Financial Impact
Funding for this project, in a not to exceed amount of 
$38,826 per year will be allocated from the Parks and Public 
Works Operating Budgets. 
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Staff Recommendation
Staff respectfully requests that Council: (1) award a contract to 
Mariani Premier Group for installation and maintenance of pine straw 
and mulch in Parks and Right-of-Way locations, in a not to exceed 
amount of $38,826 per year; (2) authorize Staff to provide funding for 
the contract; (3) authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary 
documents.
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